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NEW MEXICO IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY:
THE CREATION OF AN ARTISTIC TRADITION

MARTHA DOTY FREEMAN

IN 1926 Willa Cather wrote Death Comes for the Archbishop, a
novel about the life of Jean Baptiste [amy, the Erst archbishop" of
New Mexico. She gave him a new name-Father Latour-and set
him down "somewhere in central New Mexico." Then she gave
him the power to create a landscape frbm the "monotonous red
sandhill;'," the "cpnical red hills," the hills "so exactly like cine
another "that he seemed to be wandering in some geometric nigntmare." She gave him, in fact, the power to verbalize his personal
reaction to a land which was like no other he had ever seen-,.the
power to create a landscape. "Mais, c'est fantastique," he said, 'and
dosed his eyes to rest them from "the intrusive omnipresence of'~he
triangle. "1
:"
Frol.1l, 1900 on, New Mexico was full of artists and writers like
Willa Cather, perpetuating sublime and romantic images.2 -They
created such images by using the written history and geographical
symbols around them. John Marin dealt with the N ew Mexi~an
land by recognizing and extracting its basically geometric shapes
and planes; D. H. Lawrence and Mary Austin drew upon"a rich
legacy of Spanish, Mexican, and Indian folk traditions to create a
New Mexico that was wonderfully mysterious.
"
However, just as these twentieth-century £gures drew on a contemporary milieu, so, perhaps only unconsciously, they partook of
a" rich and familiar tradition :established by artists and writers who
had preceded them. Just as they drew inspiration from the New
MexiCan landscape as it existed in i 920, so they used images and
symbols which earlier travelers had created and used. They may

~"
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even have recognized that their predecessors had created a series of
iconic statements about, or images of, New Mexico, together with
.a "bag" of techniques for depicting or evoking the southwestern
scene and for recreating the American experience in New Mexico.
The background of three nineteenth-century writers-Richard
Kern, James W. Abert, and Balduin Mollhausen-will show some
of the numerous and complicated strands of practical experience
and culture which determined, to a great extent, the visual and
verbal expressions of artists in the Southwest in the mid-nineteenth
century, and influenced much of the art and literature written in
later years.
The milieu which nourished Kern, Mollhausen, and Abert was
simultaneously simple and complicated. Practically speaking, the
three men were interested in geology and highly trained as topographical engineers. Culturally speaking, the strands which carne
together to create the landscapes of Abert or the verbal imagery of
Mollhausen were very complex and interesting. They involved
many subtle relationships between science, art, and religion. Mollhausen and Abert, for example, cannot be understood unless one
studies European literary and artistic traditions of the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries, as well as the American tradition of
romantic evangelism.
These complicated strands of science and aesthetics are important, for when Ross Calvin spoke of the "timelessness" of the
desert and the sensations of infinite time and space; or Joseph
Wood Krutch thought of eternity when he saw the desert; or when
Oliver LaFarge was dazzled by the Southwest's "aggressive silence," or felt that the qualities of loneliness and silence were perfectly beautiful,S each man was echoing sentiments which other
travelers had uttered many years before. Notice, for example,
Mollhausen's strong attraction to the desert areas, where he experienced "aweful silence," where he luxuriated in the impressive
space and intimations of infinity and loneliness. Or read Abert,
who wrote of his excitement at the land's infinite vistas, where
"the eye travels instantly to· the farthest extreme, unimpeded by
anyabruptness."4
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In the same manner, the semi-religious and strongly mystical
attitude with which Mary Austin or D. H. Lawrence approached
New Mexico during the 1920'S5 was preceded, during the
nineteenth century, by the topographer's equation of God and
nature. Looking at the San Francisco Peaks, Mollhauseh felt that
the contemplation of nature, in all its various forms, evoked feelings otherwise provoked only by the contemplation of God.
It is not necessary to know whether various twentieth-century
writers read or kneyv of the Kerns or James Abert, but to be
aware of the tradition, largely European, upon which the latter
artists drew, which caused them to see certain qualities in the land.
When Richard Kern was attracted to the geological shapes of
Canon de Chelly in 1849, it was not merely because he had been
trained as a topographer-although that training had much to do
with the way he drew the canyon. His interest, like that of Mollhausen and Abert, owed much to the contemporary English dispute between Abraham Gottlob Werner and James Hutton concerning the very creation of places like Canon de Chelly. Similarly,
when Mollhausen or Abert looked at the desert and thought it
"sublime,"6 or vyhen they saw God in all of nature's forms, it was
largely because James Thomson had thought the desert subl,ime
a hundred years before,7 and God's presence in and identification
with nature had been an accepted fact for two centuries;
Nineteenth-century travelers referred repeatedly to volcanoes in
New Mexico. Volcanoes, as well as mountains, meteors, and earthquakes, were considered the physical manifestations of God in the
universe. Indeed, in the science of geology, natural physical objects
and God were inseparable.
The topographer's proclivity for seeing God and nature as one
and the same dated fwm the time of Francis Bacon and his N ovum
Organum when scientists insisted on their role in uncovering a
divinely ordaine~ system of nature. Religion and God were seen as
integral parts of science, and scientists.such as Boyle, Newton, and
Joseph Priestley considered themselves theologians as well as
scientists. 8
Throughout the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, the man

8
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of science and theology was concerned primarily with manifestations of God in the natural universe. The nature of that universe
might change as scientists made discoveries, and the variou~ roles
which God could have played in its creation varied, but the fundamental presence of God in the schema was never doubted. Newton, for example, regarded God as the first cause of all phenomena
of the physical universe.
The easy and clear relationship of natural history and theology
was disturbed sometime near the end of the eighteenth century,
when the word "science" began to displace the phrase "natural
philosophy."9 The problem arose specifically over the new science
of geology, for theology and natural philosophy were concerned
with the state of things, but geology assumed a history (or change)
of nature. Such a change presupposed a change in "God." The tension reached a climax in the dispute between Abraham Gottlob
Werner, a Neptunist, and James Hutton, a Vulcanist. The long
series of battles between the two camps had significance not only
for the development of theoretical science, but also for the attention it drew to the new science, geology. Put simply, Werner believed that the natural system of things disclosed God's control and
perpetual attention. 10 Hutton believed that the natural system disclosed God's plans and original intentions. l l For Hutton the continual interference of God was unnecessary, although he never
questioned His continual presence. Werner believed that the
purpose of geology was to demonstrate the credibility of Genesis,
the recent creation of man, the truth of the Flood. Hutton abhorred
Werner's cosmological speculations, and preferred instead to look
for dynamics in accordance with observable fact. Both systems, of
course, testified to the skill and presence of God's hand in nature.
The dispute arose from a difference in speculation over when and
how often God's hand appeared.
The assumption of the presence of God in nature was made
throughout the eighteenth century, and as late as 1850 a literal interpretation of Genesis was still acceptable. Natural history and
science remained in the service of religious truth. Indeed, zoology,
paleontology, and geology offered new and specific evidence of the

Richard Kern, Ruins of an Old Pueblo in the Canon of Chelly [White House],
1849, water color. Courtesy The Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia.

Modern photograph of same; Dr. David DeHarport, Harvard University.
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Flood and recent creation of man. At times, natural phenomena,
such as the Flood, or earthquakes, took on Godlike qualities, and it
became a primary concern of scientists to demonstrate that nature
itself was sometimes supernatural.
In the United States, such ideas were spread, with the encouragement of Alexander Agassiz, by the published works of Hugh
Miller. Miller, whose books were immensely popular, believed in a
divine God, and saw His hand writ large in the various miraculous
phenomena of the natural world. 12 Another popular writer, Baden
Powell,13 accepted the findings of science, but insisted that one of
its duties was to prove the existence of a deity.
The battle between those who believed that God was a primary
instigator and those who believed Him to be a constant force
raged on in Europe and the United States. His presence in the
scheme, somewhere, was rarely disputed, and in America geology,
natural geology, and the evangelical spirit all became mysteriously
interwoven. From 1800 on "it was the function of natural theology
to assimilate nature to Providence and necessity to the divine
will."14 Indeed, romantic revivalism even told the observer what
was most Godlike, and it emphasized the weird and awe-inspiring,
the emotional, the "sounding cataracts and tempestuous gorges."15
Other traditions taught the topographer to see God in violent
nature, and to appreciate nature in all i~ geologie complexities.
They were programmed self-consciously to anticipate and appreciate certain types of landscapes. In the nineteenth century, appropriat~ objects for admiration included mountains, deserts, oceans;
phenomena of violent nature, such as volcanoes, thunderstorms,
and earthquakes; and qualities in all of nature, such as space, mys~
tery, infinity, and stillness.
Such objects and qualities had not always been admired. As Marjorie Hope Nicolson points out in her work on the development of
the "aesthetics of the infinite," early theologians had considered
mountains to be unsightly blights. They saw beauty only in objects
which were small: "They loved [nature] best when she was [small
and] beautiful."16
It was Henry More who rescuedinountains and the grander

10
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aspects of nature by pointing out that mountains, if they were not
exactly beautiful, at least were useful: "For these are Nature's
Stillatories, in whose hollow Caverns the ascending Vapours are
congealed to the universal Aqua Vitae, that good fresh-water, the
Liquor of Life, that sustains all the living Creatures in the
World."17
More made mountains respectable. He also was the first writer
to express ideas of infinite time and space. He described God's universe as various, even as infinitely various, and he gave mountains
and the grander aspects of nature a place in that variety. He conjectured that infinite space was God's vehicle by means of which
man might attempt to understand God. Indeed, More almost identified space with God, for the effect of infinite space on man, like
the effect of contemplating God, was one of elation.
God's universe was not only infinite in space; it was infinite in
variety. As Nicolson points out: 'The cosmos created to infinity
and eternity by a God of Plenitude must be infinitely filled with
every sort of variety and diversity."is Mountains, of course, were
part of that diversity.
The tradition which More established-that of seeing God and
the sublime in all of Nature's greatest phenomena-continued.
Thomas Burnet, for example, found himself far more attracted to
the huge and sublime aspects of nature than to the merely beautiful. Before the "monstrosities of Nature" he felt emotions he had
associated previously only with the contemplation of God. He also
broadened the scope of phenomena included as sublime, and, fascinated by the idea of infinite and ancient time, wrote rapturously
of ruins. Eventually, ruins became the most popular of his themes.
As an anonymous poet wrote in I 743: "Hills pil'd on Hills, and
rocks together hurl'd; Sure, Burnet, these the ruins of thy world."19
Other writers who helped to define the eighteenth- and nineteenth-century attitude towards nature, God, and the infinite were
John Dennis, who believed the sublime to be irrevocably connected
to man's ideas of God; Anthony Ashley Cooper, who defined the
sublime by its relationship to God, space, vastness, silence, mysteries, and deserts; Joseph Addison, who saw the sublime in the
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ocean, deserts, mountains, space, and God; James Thomson, who
found the sublime in deserts; the neoclassic poets, who found the
sublime in ruins, with their irregularities and promises of vast time
past; and men like Richard Blackmore, who considered violent
phenomena such as volcanoes, earthquakes, and thunderstorms
sublime.

IF the traditions connected with the development of geology and
an aesthetic of the infinite affected the three southwestern topographers, so did the science of topography. Just as their cultural
backgrounds had taught them what to look for in nature, and even
told them in what terms they were to couch their appreciation of it,
their topographical training taught them how to see and transmit
their visions of natural forms.
The essential purpose of topographic drawing has always been
to convey a mass of information with a minimum of effort. It is
"the art of recording to scale, by means of conventional symbols,
the topographic features found on that part of the earth's surface
which the map in question represents. . . . [The purpose of a
topographical drawing] is to convey to the untrained eye a mass of
information with the greatest possible speed."20 The topographer
deals in symbols which represent landscapes and their structure.
Thus, he deals in the representative, or the general.
Just as the topographer acquires an eye for those parts of the
landscape which best represent the landscape as a whole, so he also
deals with minute and correct detail. Indeed, the "value of a drawing depends wholly upon its acs:uracy and its appearance."21 Its
measurements and characteristic representation of the terrain must
be as nearly correct as possible. In a word, topographical drafting
"is a language which uses lines, symbols, dimensions and notations
to accurately describe the form, size, kind of material, finish and
construction of an object."22
Such simultaneous concerns with the general and the. particular
are clearly present in the writings of the topographer James H.
Simpson ·who viewed New Mexico in 1849. He noted the· gen-
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erally geometric quality of the land which manifested itself in the
particular form of the triangle. He noted "conical mounds"23 and
regularly symmetrical cones composed of horizontal lime and
sandstone strata. 24 United States Boundary Commissioner J. R.
Bartlett would have liked to build a large pyramidal monument on
one of the conical hills, perhaps in recognition of the omnipresent
and representative shape. 25
If topographic training made travelers aware of typical landscape
shapes, it also gave them the tools to handle that landscape. Southwestern distances are immense and artistically challenging. Many
modern painters have met their technical Waterloo because of
their inability to capture the sense of space. Topography, however,
is· an essentially mathematical skill, a technology which has been
extremely successful in ordering large spaces. John Marin, for
example, after intensive experimentation, structured his New
Mexican paintings around receding planes and geometric shapes.
Army topographers noticed New Mexican land forms because
they were technically trained to do so. The emotional, personal
way in which they reacted to the various natural shapes sprang
from their cultural background. All of the traditions'-technical, religious, aesthetic, and cultural-came together in the works of three
topographers who lived and worked in the Southwest during the
years from 1846 to 1857.
I

RICHARD KERN, topographer, artist, and adventurer, is an excellent
example of nineteenth-century man as scientist, and it is in his
work that the influences of topographic training are most visible.
He was born in Philadelphia on April I I, 1821, one of several
J:>rothers, all of whom became famous for their topographic and
artistic skills. He first exhibited in 1840 when he was nineteen
years old, at the Artists' Fund Society. He continued to teach drawing there until the mid-1840'S. Then, from 1848 to 1849 he and
his brothers Edward and Benjamin joined Fremont on his fourth
expedition to the Southwest. That trip ended tragically with Benjamin's death in Colorado. Later the same year Richard signed up
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with another expedition, Simpson's reconnaissance of the Navajo
country. He joined Lorenzo Sitgreaves in 1851, went East briefly
in 1853, and returned west in May 1853 to join the Gunnison
expedition. On October 26, 1853, Richard Kern, John Gunnison,
and six companions were killed in the Sevier Valley near the Sevier
River by Ute Indians. 26
. On all of his trips Richard Kern was first and foremost a topographer and scientist. Stephen Long summarized Kern's abilities
and experiences:
Mr. Kern accompanied Col. Fremont on his unfortunate expedition
to the Source of the Rio del Norte in 1848-9-Capt. Simpson on his
examination of the Navajo country in 1848..,..Capt. Judd, on the
Surveys of the Pecos River-Capt. Simpson on a reconnaissance in
the Indian country and between £1 Paso and Santa Fe iIi 1850, and
has subsequently served as compiler and draughtsman in the preparation of map & lastly accompanied Capt. Sitgreaves as assistant in
his reconnaissance of the country drained by the Zuni, [?] and Big
Colorado Rivers, westward of the Rocky Mountains.
In the compilation of my late report exhibiting a project of the passes
& proper to be Surveyed with a view to the selection of the most
favorable route for the contemplated rail road to the Pacific, I have
been aided mainly by the items of geographical intelligence kindly
imparted by Mr. Kern, and am thereby able to commend him to your
notice with great assurance of his fitness for the Station herein
suggested. 27

Kern was hired to be a kind of "camera lucida,"28 and his chief
goal was to work at recording the expedition as it happened. He
could make notations for details to be added later, but his most
important task was to capture immediately as much as he could.
Thus, under Lt. John G. Parke he made a basic map of the region
from Pike's Peak to Cook's wagon road in Sonora, and acted as
topographer on Gunnison's Pacific l1ailroad Survey.
Kern's training for such duties had been excellent. It began in
Philadelphia, probably within his own family. His older brother
John was a drawing teacher, and Richard undoubtedly learned
many of the basics from him. His best training must have occurred

14
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in the field, particularly on his trips with Fremont, Simpson, and
his brother, Edward Kern, for it was then that he learned to use
all of the usual topographical instruments: refracting telescope,
reflecting! circle, sextant, chronometer, barometer, thermometer,
compass, and mathematical tables of the Ephemerides of the

Heavens.
In Kern's "Canon de Chelly" we see the results of all his painstaking training. 29 A comparison of Kern's drawing with a photograph of the same site demonstrates several interesting points. It
shows that Kern, as a topographer and as a nineteenth-century scientist was interested in geology, in the shape and peculiarities of
the land. In the painting, for example, the rock walls appear to be
composed of a series of parallel horizontal lines. They are like
James Simpson's description of several hills, which were "composed
of . . . strata of lime and sandstone lying horizontally upon each
other in thin plates like slate,"30 or A. Wislizenus' description of
hills made of "horizontal strata of rock,"31 or W. W. H. Davis'
description of the landscape as "dead level."32 The photograph
proves, however, that the face of the land was not altogether
regular. Rock strata generally lie in diagonal directions; there are
irregularities in the face of the rock, curving lines, and many
places where vertical lines intersect the horizontal. Kern, however,
abstracted the generally horizontal appearance of the land. His
topographer's eye saw the forms most generally typical of the
Southwest, and, using conventional symbols, he became picturemaker and mathematician.
Kern was aware of the Southwest as a country which is "prop~
erly speaking, a tableland,"33 and he made such land forms integral
parts of his work. Indeed, despite the· fact that he used water
colors, a medium which does not always lend itself to exact or
topographical work, he still exaggerated distinctive elements of the
southwestern land which required topographical, linear treatment.
He exaggerated the horizontal appearance of the canyon beyond
its natural appearance in the photograph. Rocks lie in perfectly
parallel strata, and thus seem, as J. R. Bartlett pointed out,
"artl'£1'
l"
CIa.

FREEMAN: CREATION OF AN ARTISTIC TRADITION

15

Extracts from his diary show that Kern was more than the objective man of science. He shared his generation's enthusiasm for
mins. With James Simpson he explored and painted Pueblo Una
Vida, Hungo Pavi, Chettro Kettle, Pueblo Bonito, Pueblo de
Arroyo, and Pueblo de Penasca Blanca. He copied hieroglyphs
from Inscription Rock and made valuable diagrams and sketches
of the Pueblo Pintado mins near the Chaco River. Pintado, particularly, aroused his appreciation for the mysteries of ancient time
and moved him to remark that "The wolfe and lizard and hare are
the only inhabitants and the bright wild Rowers fill the open
court and halls. Who built it no one knows."34

AL THOUGH Kern was not immune to contemporary romantic interest in the sublime and mysterious in nature, James W. Abert was a
far better spokesman for it. In Abert we see the perfect combination of romantic and explorer, and in his pictures we can see his
vacillation between the two traditions. At times he recorded landscapes with mathematical precision. Elsewhere he drew pictures
indicative of his vision of the Southwest as a mysterious and
lonely place.
Abert, like Kern, was essentially a topographic artist. His father
was chief of the Corps of Topographical Engineers from 1838 to
186 I, and Abert himself graduated from West Point in 1842. He
made several expeditions to the Southwest with the Corps and .led
his own expedition during the years 1846 and 1847- His stature as
artist and topographer was such that in 1848 he was asked to return to West Point, where he remained as assistant in drawing until 1850' After the Civil War he became professor of mathematics
and drawing at the University of Missouri.
Abert was more than a good technician. He had received an
excellent education at Princeton before his admission to West
Point. He had studied the classics and the best of the European humanists. 35 Moreover, he was a religious young man, a fact which
had great significance in the 1840'S when eastern America was
only just recovering from its most recent bout with evangelical

16
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awakenings. His essentially emotional nature bore fruit in 1846.
His diary for that year speaks of a long illness as though it were a
mystical experience: "At this time my disease had obtained such an
influence over my senses, that days and nights were passed in a
delirium, and a mental struggle to ascertain whether the impressions my mind received were true or false."36
Abert's romanticism had overtones of religious evangelism. In
every other particular, however, it resembled that of Kern and
Mollhausen. Like them, he associated God with all of nature and
maintained a consistently worshipful attitude towards nature. Like
More, he appreciated nature's "endless variety," and not only the
"great beauty [of] the mountains," but the evidences of violent
nature. He was similar to earlier writers, again, in his appreciation
of the Spanish Peaks and volcanoes, both of which he mentioned
several times. He, too, was fascinated by the ruins of past civilizations, and drew the "ancient ruin" near Santo Domingo because it
"excites the speculations of the curious," and the ruins at Tajique
and Abo, which he said reminded him of Aztec architecture. 37
Abert was attracted strongly to what he thought of as a vast and
lonely landscape. The idea of the land's infinite vistas excited him,
for "the eye travels instantly to the farthest extreme, unimpeded
by any abruptness." Moreover, the'scene was "increased in effect
by the appearance of an ox that came slowly toward us, whose
loneliness perfected the repose of the landscape." The Llano Estacado which to Mollhausen was to seem a "vast slumbering Leviathan," seemed to Abert, also, to be "quietly sleeping." He paused to
appreciate the "beautiful contrast" of "these broad masses of light
and shade; this serenity of sleep with the liveliness of life."3s
Finally, as in the case of John Dennis, the contemplation of such
an infinity of space and loneliness had a palpable effect on Abert,
and as he looked upon the "boundless extent of prairie" his mind
was filled with ideas of "grandeur." For the man who dared to
allow his imagination to roam still further "over successions of
these boundless plains," the mind became "seized with a feeling
allied to pain, as the mind expands to comprehend such vastness."39

18
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Abert's appreciation of sublime nature appeared throughout his
diary of 1846-1847, while his topographical interest was evident
in his artistic work. His picture of Santa Fe, for example, depicted
well the phenomenon Mollhausen described when he wrote that
"due north there stretched out a Rat boundless desert,"40 or that
John Hughes saw as a "dreary, sultry, desolate, boundless solitude."41 Throughout his painting Abert mathematically segmented his subjects into planes of contrasting light and shade, and
geometric form, which balanced· one another and created sensations of space appropriate to the New Mexican scene. His simple,
clear execution of artistic forms also was appropriate to the sharply
etched New Mexican natural forms.
"Santa Fe" demonstrates that Abert was sensitive not only to
New Mexican distances, but also to its peculiar shapes. Like Kern,
he appears to have used his topographical training to analyze
the Southwest for its most common geometric shapes and his landscape is comprised of a series of geometric forms. These include
the triangular foothills and mountains, and the squares which
represent buildings. He organized his painting around a series of
receding repeated planes, and the use of repeated forms and
planes was his way of controlling the large panorama. Following
the mechanical way he had been taught to draw at We'st Point, he
divided the focus of the painting, the town, into rectangular forms
which narrow as the eye follows them into the background and
provide planes of physical mass which advance or recede depending on .their distance from the foreground.
Just as "Santa Fe" demonstrates Abert's technical background,
so two otherpaintings-"Acoma 2" and "Acoma 3"-illustrate his
cultural heritage. They show the degree to which he was attracted
to the Southwest as a mysterious and lonely place. Indeed, both
landscapes are so mysterious as to be surreal. Human figures are
dwarfed by nature as immense walls loom up on either side. The
figures are small and vulnerable in the face of the huge masses
around them. They seem,' moreover, to be afRicted like Mollhausen's laborers on the Llano Estacado: They lack personal identity and move, if they move at all, in regular patterns. They seem

20
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to be visual statements of the state of men in infinity; it is as if they
were frozen in time and space.
The landscape, .like the figures on it, is mysterious. Rocks loom
up in exaggerated shapes and their enormous scale vis-a-vis the
people near them emphasizes the mystery. Their spare, geometric
verticality emphasizes the mechanical figures so that the mood
wh~ch pervades both paintings is one of inanimacy and ghostliness.
Anthony Ashley Cooper's reaction to another landscape is amazingly appropriate for describing this southwestern one: "Here space
astonishes; silence itself seems pregnant, whilst an unknown force
works on the mind, and dubious objects move the wakeful
sense."~

ABERT, and Richard Kern before him, represent the tradition of the technical topographer par excellence-that of the
romantic scientist to a lesser degree. The third traveler, Frederich
Balduin Mollhausen, reverses the emphasis. In all of his works he
appears not so much the scientist, but the romantic in search of
the sublime. His journals are not really diaries in the conventional
sense of notebooks for making scientific notations. They are literary
works with plots, themes, and distinct characters. In fact, Mollhausen was not simply enlightening his readers on the day-to-day
progress of his march to the Pacific. He was telling in epic form
the story of one nation's fulfillment of its manifest destiny. Mollhausen, then, appears not as a dispassionate scientist, but as a
German Childe Harold. 43
Mollhausen, born in Bonn, Germany, on January 27, 1825, was
the so·n of a civil engineer. His involvement inthe American West
began early, and by 1852 he had spent three years in the Rocky
Mountains with Prince Paul of Wurttemberg. From 1853 to 1854
he served as topographer and draftsman on Lieutenant A. W.
Whipple's surveying expedition along the thirty-fifth· parallel from
Arkansas to California (an eXpedition on which he also worked
for the Natural History Department of the Smithsonian InstituJAMES
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tion). His last trip was made during 1857-1858, when he was a
member of Lieutenant c. Ives's expedition to explore the Colorado River.
The fruits of his travels in western America appeared in two
forms: his sketches were lithographed for the official reports of the
army expeditions, and his diary was published in two volumes in
1858. He drew on his western experiences until his death on May
28, 1905, eventually publishing forty-five large works in one hundred fifty~seven volumes, and eighty novelettes in twenty-one
volumes. 44
Mollhausen's training for his essentially romantic approach to
the Southwest was thorough. He was a great friend of Alexander
von Humboldt and must have been aware of the discussions and
concerns which so involved other geologists and scientists at midcentury. No doubt he was aware of the controversy waged between
the Vulcanists and Neptunists, and it is not surprising to hear him
conjecture repeatedly about the origin of the, volcanic peaks he
saw throughout the Southwest. In addition, he was readily impressed with the picturesque and roman* potential of the American West and he admitted a European enthusiasm for the "sense
of the beautiful in nature." In the area of the Arkansas River he
saw "really paradisaical valleys, over which Nature has poured out
every kind of loveliness with inexhaustible profusion."45
Little scholarlywork has been done on M611hausen's technical or
cultural background, but a reading of his T agebuch demonstrates
the extent to which he shared his generation's enthusiasms for
the sublime and all things associated with it: for deserts, mountains, oceans, and ruins; for loneliness and solitude.
In the tradition of Burnet and the neoclassic poets, one of M611hausen's favorite themes centered on ruins, which suggested
infinite time past, as well as feelings of mystery and awe. He visited
Inscription Rock and found himself taken not so much by the
view, as with the nearby ruins of "two old towns, the dwellings of
a people now passed away."46 Later, three days west of Zuni,
M6llhausen saw "indications of the population that had passed

f
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away" in bits of broken pottery, and the foundations of an ancient
town, "all that was left after the walls had been washed away
centuries ago."47
A second theme which appears in the T agehuch is that of God's
presence in nature, and the identification of nature with God.
Like Addison who looked at the ocean and thought of God ("Such
an object naturally raises in my thoughts the idea of an Almighty
Being"),48 Mollhausen looked at American nature and saw "the
Creator." "The marvellous combination of wood and mountain and
valley must have tended to remind everyone of their great Creator,
and awaken feelings of devout gratitude."49 Indeed, like Athanasius Kircher in the late seventeenth century,50 Mollhausen saw
God in a variety of natural phenomena: "We looked up at the
sublime summits of the San Francisco Mountains, and needed no
temple made with hands wherein to worship our Creator."51 Later,
in the area between the Llano Estacado and Cuesta, New Mexico,
Mollhausen was moved to comment that "amidst the wilderness of
waters, in the dark primeval forest, among the giant mountains,
Nature builds a temple that awakens feelings not easily to be
expressed; but the pure joy we feel in the works of the Almighty
Master may well be called worship."52
Like More before him, Mollhausen identified space with God.
West of Albuquerque, where there is little besides space, Mollhausen "stands in silent awe to contemplate the sublime architecture of nature, and, it may be, devoutly raises his thoughts to its
Almighty Creator, and bows in adoration before His all-embracing
power."53
Space, infinity, God, and loneliness all became interwoven in
Mollhausen's mind, and to him, that part of nature which best expressed all those sensations was the desert. He felt that deserts, the
most lonely of all nature's parts, had the power to affect men in
mysterious ways. It might even be said that deserts, to Mollhausen,
had a kind of Godlike ability to affect men. On the Llano Estacado,
that great dead desert, nature's "lifeless aspect has an influence
even on the roughest of our labourers; they all seem to be moving
along half asleep, or like so many machines."54
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Closely associated with the vast and silent desert was the sublime
idea of infinite space, and here, once again, Mollhausen echoed
More. He also echoed the Romantics to whom vastness and
nature's silence were essential elements. In "Prometheus Unbound" Shelley referred to the howl of cataracts which "satiates
the listening wind, continuous, vast, aweful as silence."55 Mollhausen experienced such "aweful silence," impressive space, and
intimations of infinity and loneliness in the southwestern desert.
Past the Cross Timbers area, he noted that "a Sublime repose,
indeed, a deathlike stillness reigned about, even the noise of the
waggons seemed to die away in the infinite space."56 Such landscapes were essentially lonely (an appropriately romantic condition), and as Mollhausen pointed out in western New Mexico
near Zuni, "as far as the eye could reach there was nothing to enliven its utter loneliness."57
Mollhausen's identification of loneliness, space, and the mysterious desert with God was surely one of the most fruitful of all
the themes he dealt with. It was also the idea which found the
greatest currency in the years which followed. Mollhausen, with
Kern and Abert, had managed by mid-century to identify God with
nature and to impose upon nature all of the emotions otherwise associated with God. Natural ph~nomena in the Southwest acquired
Godlike qualities such as mystery and sublimity, until nature itself
became-supernatural.58
In the twentieth century, God is not always essential, but old
feelings and associations remain. Twentieth-century man still feels
that the Southwest is best characterized by the adjectives "infinite,"
"lonely," "mysterious." It is due in large part to the nineteenthcentury topographical artist-and indirectly to men like Henry
More and James Thomson":-that the Southwest has acquired the
mystique which is one of its distinguishing characteristics.
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STEPHEN W. DORSEY, SPECULATOR-CATTLEMAN
MORRIS P. TAYLOR

IN the 1880'S the northeast corner of New Mexico Territory was
a microcosm of the western range-eattle industry. Fine grasslands
were interspersed with sheltering canyons that cut through the
plains, while in the west end were excellent summer· pastures
among the mesas and foothills of the often snow-covered Sangre
de Cristos. Diverse also were the cattle outfits to be found there.
They varied from single-man, single-brand operations of limIted
range to the big spreads over thousands of acres run by individuals
of the cattle baron stamp, and from small partnerships to corporate
giants. Grazing was mostly on the public domain, with the major
exception of a confirmed Mexican land grant, and financial backing was local, eastern, or foreign-the latter being British or Dutch.
Prominent among the. big cattlemen· was Stephen Wallace
Dorsey, a Vermont-born, Ohio-raised, Union veteran and later a
Republican politico and carpetbag senator from Arkansas (18731879). In Arkansas the experience he gained during his presidency
of the Arkansas Central Railroad! helped shape the course ·of "a
lifetime looking for speculative opportunities."2 Senator Dorsey
became interested in an alleged Mexican land grant of January I,
1839, made to Salvador Bernal and Tomas Lopez, which, if confirmed, would provide a large area (ca. 600,000 acres) of incon. testable range and water-an ideal situation for someone hoping for
high profits in the developing western cattle industry. Commonly
known as the U fia de Gato (cat's-elaw) Grant, and officially
designated as claim No. 94, it was said to be between a stream
known as the Una de Gato and the sprawling extinct volcano,
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Sierra Grande, to the east. s In 1878 Horace Abbott, an early-day
sheepman in the area, met Dorsey in the vicinity of Sierra Grande
while the latter was looking for watered locations. The senator was
traveling in a coach drawn by four mules and was accompanied by
two men, one of them a Mr. Lewis Kingman, a surveyor and civil
engineer who made an early map of northeastern New Mexico. 4
When the grant turned out to be a fraud, 5 Dorsey moved quickly
to preserve his control in that area by securing titles under the
public land laws through persons in his employ or (it was suspected) by using fictitious names. 6 Beginning in early 1879 a
number of warranty deeds appeared in the public record conveying to Dorsey one-hundred-and-sixty-acre tracts with water at
various places within the fake grant. Those entries helped him to
dominate many thousand more acres of public domain. There were
doubts about whether the claim had been formally returned for
public entry, and in 1881 the Una de Gato was still listed for
delinquent taxes amounting to $625.00.7
In 1877 Dorsey chose a site for his home place about twenty
miles east of the present town of Maxwell. The two-story log
dwelling may already have been there,S and adjoining it he built
a rather Ramboyant house of red sandstone, with an extensive
garden, a large fountain, and the name of his wife Helen spelled
in Rowers. 9 Several miles southeast of the location is Point of
Rocks, a well-known spot on the Cimarron Cutoff of the Santa Fe
Trail. Today the Dorsey place is usually referred to as the Chico
Springs Ranch, probably because the U.S. post office of Chico
Springs was in the commissary building of the ranch for many
years. Several contemporary sources, however, seem incontrovertible on the point that the fine residence really was on the
Mountain Spring Ranch. 10
During his early years in New Mexico Dorsey remained a part
of Republican officialdom, serving as secretary of the party's national committee in 1880. Then in 1883 came an episode which
would tarnish his reputation in the eyes of some people, rightly or
wrongly, for the rest of his life. He had been indicted and was tried
and acquitted in the notorious Star Route mail fraud cases. Best
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known of his defense lawyers was Robert G. Ingersoll, later to
achieve a degree of fame as an agnostic. l l
The litigation was expensive, and Dorsey drew upon his New
Mexico real estate and livestock as security for money borrowed.
For a loan of $50,000 he mortgaged much of his range land in
northeastern New Mexico to James W. Bosler, of Carlisle, Pennsylvania. 12 One contemporary source says that in 1881 Dorsey had
the largest individual range in the territory-about forty miles
square just east of the Maxwell Grane3 The public record describes "The Dorsey Ranch and Range" as including: (I) Kiowa
Springs Ranch; (2) Chico Springs Ranch; (3) Apache Ranch;
(4) lands along Ute Creek; (5) Kingman Ranch and Pasture; (6)
lands along Palo Blanco Creek; (7) Martinez Ranch; (8) lands
along Don Carlos Creek; (9) lands on Perico Creek; (10) lands
along Cieneguilla del Burro Creek; (I I) lands on San Rafael
Creek; (12) lands on Corrumpa Creek; (13) ranches about Sierra
Grande; (14) ranches on Gallegos Creek; (15) Clutton Ranch;
(16) Lower Chico Ranch and Pasture; (17) Eagle Tail Ranch;
(18) Blosser Ranch; (19) Mountain Spring Ranch. With the
exception of the last three (the Mountain Spring Ranch being
Dorsey's home place and headquarters) the above properties were
leased in May of 1882 to the new Palo Blanco Cattle Company,
incorporated on January 23 by Dorsey, James W. Bosler, and John
H. Bosler and capitalized at $300,000.14
Soon the Senator's manager, Harry Gray, and his Triangle Dot
brand were familiar to stockmen in eastern Colfax County, where
the Triangle Dot herd and others ranged with the longhorns of the
Cross L brand belonging originally to pioneers William and
Nathan Hall. In 188 I the Cross L became the property of the
giant, British-owned Prairie Land and Cattle Company, Ltd.,
which had an estimated 60,000 head of cattle in New Mexico and
rather grandiosely advertised the range of its [Dry] Cimarron
Division as Colfax, Mora, and San Miguel Counties. lli
About 1879 Governor Ozro A. Hadley, one of Dorsey's political
associates in Arkansas, came to New Mexico. He had been acting
governor (18il-1873) following the election to the United States
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Senate of Governor Clayton Powell and Stephen W. Dorsey.16 On
October 23, 1882, at Dorsey's Chico Springs Ranch the articles
of incorporation of the- Eagle, Tail Cattle Company were signed
by Dorsey; Hadley, and Adelaide Danforth. The new venture
was based on the Eagle Tail Ranch, one of the properties reserved
from Dorsey's lease to the Palo Blanco Company. Capitalization
was set at4100,000, and the company's range was on Eagle Tail
and Tenaja Creeks. 17 Another outfit of which Dorsey was an incorporator and director was the Tramperos Land and Cattle Company, organized in 1883, with its principal office in the new town
of Raton and its range presumably on Tramperos Creek, Colfax
County. The other incorporators were Colonel John Love (formerly Dorsey's private secretary in Washington) and James
Gamble. ls Nothing more about the company has been found; it
may have existed only on paper.
_The Palo Blanco Cattle Company seems to have been quite
prosperous, although, in view of later developments, its management may not have been harmonious or, perhaps, wise. Robert G.
Ingersoll, Dorsey's attorney in the Star Route matter, put money
into it and built a large house of peeled and oiled logs a couple of
miles from Dorsey's place. In November of 1884 Colonel Ingersoll
was given a reception in the town of Springer because he had
"become a citizen of Colfax County."19 But the pastoral life was
not for him, and he and his wife seem to have stayed there only
part of that summer. He maintained his long investment in cattle,20
however, and was joined by others. Among them was John B.
Alley, a director of the Union Pacific Railroad and a former
(1859-1867) Republican representative from Massachusetts, who
evidently bought out some of the Boslers' interest. 21
The ex-senator was the spark of the outfit. In spite of the
uncertainty of newspaper accounts, something of his activity with
the corripany may be gauged from them. In the fall of 1884 it was
reported that Dorsey had sent thirty-two cars of cattle to market,
and that the beef crop of the Palo Blanco Company might come
close to a half million dollars that year. A little later it was said that
he would send 12,000 head of cattle to eastern markets, which, at
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an estimated $30 per head, wOl.).ld bring in $360,000.22 Was the
disposal of so many from the Palo Blanco herd of a piece with the
big sale from the Prairie Company herds in 1883 which brought
criticism because it cut severely into the means of future increase
for the sake of present dividends? The practice was common
enough. 23
Early in 1885 the Palo Blanco Company showed signs of in~
ternal disagreements. At "Dorsey's earnest request" Governor
Hadley became manager, while -retaining the same position with
the Eagle Tail Company. Hadley moved his family to the Mountain Spring Ranch, and the Dorsey and Ingersoll families planned
for a lengthy sojourn in Europe. At that time Dorsey sold nothing
and stayed on as vice-president of the cattle company.24 But in the
summer of 1885 it was suddenly announced that the Palo Blanco
would be broken up-its ranges and cattle to be divided between
Senator Dorsey (holding nine-twentieths of the stock) and John
B..Alley, Robert G. Ingersoll, and Murray Nelson, of Chicago,
jointly holding eleven-twentieths. 25 Dorsey and Alley (the latter
having been described as "the ways and means cow partisan of the
Palo Blanco")26 were the major factors, and the disbandment apparently was the result of difficulties arising between them. IRan
interview with the Colorado Livestock Record, Alley said:
Since Mr. Dorsey and myself divided our landed property and
cattle I have been much better pleased with my monied investment in
the west. George Washington admonished his people to 'beware bf
any entangling alliances,' but when I invested in the Palo'Blanco concern in New Mexico I paid but little heed to the advice of the father
of my country. However, I have extricated myself and will go on to
make money while the/grass grows on the hills of Colfax. . . . When
Dorsey, Bob Ingersoll and myself went into the cattle business together we had 43,000 head of cattle on the Palo Bla~co ranch~ We
disposed of 10,000 head last year and will have 4Q,ooo head to divide
now we have separated. I do not regret my investment in land and
cattle in the west. It cannot help but lead to fortune. 27

Dissatisfaction was mutual. In an interview with Colonel J. T.
Grayson, historian Hubert Howe Bancroft's representative, Dorsey.
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said he consented to the breakup because he could no longer work
with such disagreeable partners. He then doubted that he would
ever go into a partnership again. 28 Subsequent transactions cast
doubt on the statements of both men. Theirs was an unstable,
speculative world, where companies were easily created and
abandoned and mortgages were piled high without much reflection of reality.
Acting as arbitrators were two prominent cattlemen of the area.
Joseph W. Dwyer was a Marylander who in 1876 had settled on
Una de Gato Creek, the main range of the Delano-Dwyer Cattle
Company. He also was president of the Territorial Cattle Growers'
Association. 29 The other was T. H. Lawrence, general manager of
the Dubuque Cattle Company, an Iowa-based concern ranging
on Tramperos Creek in Colfax and Mora Counties and extending
into the Texas Panhandle. 30 Agreement was reached on November
6 at a meeting in Dorsey's ranch office. John B. Alley, president of
the Palo Blanco Company, presided, and O. A Hadley moved that
the president and the secretary pro tern (a stockholder and director
named W. S. Bush) be authorized to deliver a quitclaim deed to
Dorsey for all company lands east of the Range line between
Townships 29 and 30 East. Dorsey seconded the motion, which
was passed and attested to by notary public John Love. In return
Dorsey agreed to deliver 8,850 shares of Palo Blanco stock any time
before December 22. 31 The Triangle Dot brand became his again,
and he retained the Mountain Spring Ranch as his residence and
headquarters. Operations of the reduced Palo Blanco Company
were~ to be managed by O. A Hadley from the Lower Chico
Ranch. The Raton Comet said that of the 44,000 head of cattle
involved, Dorsey would receive from 15,000 to 17,000 head. He
also sold his nearly one-half interest in the :Eagle Tail Cattle Company to John B. Alley, who remained as president of the Palo
Blanco Company with Robert G. Ingersoll as secretary.32
But Dorsey did ,not remain in unencumbered possession of his
cattle or land for long. On December 15 he and his wife granted a
deed of trust to John B. Alley (who evidently was not fully alienated) of land to secure payment of eight promissory notes totalling
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$54,080. The notes were held by George W. Swallow, former
Trinidad banker, then of Denver, to whom Dorsey on December
22 gave a chattel mortgage on about 15,000 T rjangle Dot cattle,
the notes with interest payable in two years. 3S
Harry Gray, who had left Dorsey's employ prior to the Palo
Blanco breakup, came back as manager, and John C. Hill stayed
on as range superintendent. With his cattle now ranging in what
is present Union County, in the extreme northeastern corner of
New Mexico, Dorsey's Triangle Dot steers were trailed northward
to Lamar, Colorado, where they were shipped directly to Kansas
City on the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad. 34
Overgrazing, competition for ranges, and increasing numbers of
small farmers and ranchers stimulated reactions on the part of the
big stockmen that were perhaps quasi~defensive, but certainly
questionable. Fraudulent entries under the public land laws became commonplace in Colfax County, and apparently there was
official connivance with the Palo Blanco, Prairie, and Dubuque
Companies as well as with Senator Dorsey personally. A special
Land Office agent, John M. Dunn, had reported in 1883 that the
holdings of the three companies under the public land laws were
quite in order and recommended that no further action against
them be taken. 35 For some people Dunn's statements were too
facile, and in 1885 Inspector Frank D. Hobbs went out to New
Mexico to trace Dunn's footsteps, as it were. Inspector Hobbs was
very critical of Dunn's appraisals and, in fact, of his tactics in the
circumstances. That illegally entered land had come into the hands
of Dorsey and others was pretty convincingly shown by Hobbs. 36
Some allegations went back to the time of Dorsey's early interest
in the Una de Gato tract. Some of the range-land' pressures were
the result of illegal enclosures by cattle companies and individual
stockmen. The Dubuque was especially notorious in that respect,
but also named in the charges were the Palo Blanco Company,
Delano and Dwyer, Stephen W. Dorsey, and others. 37
Complications on the public domain revived Dorsey's attraction
to the idea of a cattle ranch based on a Mexican land grant. The
Maxwell Cattle Company (a New Mexico corporation) had had a
~
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lease of most of the Maxwell Grant's 1,714,764 acres since 1881,
but it was being liquidated in the reorganization of the Maxwell
Land Grant Company (a Netherlands corporation).38 There was
reason to believe that the Dutch owners might sell the grant, and
Senator Dorsey formed an association of men to buy it. Some were
local cattlemen whose livestock, like part of Dorsey's, already grazed
on the grant because the east boundary of the estate was not
fenced. Two of them were Dorsey's old friends, Governor Hadley
and Joseph W. Dwyer. A Springer businessman, D. A. Clouthier,
who also had cattle on the grant, was a member of the syndicate as
was Melvin W. Mills, prominent Springer lawyer, who at one time
briefly owned the Maxwell through a tax sale. 39 H. H. Officer and
two other men had banking interests in Raton, and from Trinidad,
Colorado, were banker George W. Swallow and Delos Chappell,
former banker and investor in coal lands. Also in the group was
Thomas P. Gable, of Santa Fe and formerly of Raton. All were
Dorsey's political or business friends. 40
Maxwell Grant officials were skeptical yet open-minded when
Senator Dorsey went to Europe early in 1887 to promote the idea
of purchasing the property.41 About the time he went abroad, Congress passed an Alien Real Estate Act to severely restrict landholding by foreigners; the measure had a paralytic effect on the London
market. 42 Going first to Holland, Dorsey met with little encouragement from the Maxwell Land Grant Committee. When he realized that the Dutch, who never seriously doubted that they could
get around the Act of Congress, were really interested in buying
cattle to stock the grant, he said that he and his friends would take
60% in bonds of the reorganized company and 40% in cash for
their cattle and'ranges. But the Maxwell people did not want more
land, and it appeared that they planned to fence the east boundary
of their grant. Some of the ranchers in the Dorsey group opposed the
fence because it would deprive them of water long used by their
cattle. The discussions in Holland presumably were private, but
items that appeared in the Raton Range (especially the one on
March 18 on the impracticality and risks of a fence along the
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Maxwell east line) bespoke a leak which Maxwell officials there
attributed to Dorsey via Joseph W. Dwyer. 43
Although the Dutch were basically reluctant to do business with
Dorsey, either they did not flatly reject his proposal to buy the
Maxwell, or he thought that a little promotional success with the
British would make the Dutch more receptive. He went to London,
where he hoped to attract buyers for "a tract of several millions of
acres in New Mexico" belonging to "an Amsterdam Company."44
The reference to "several millions of acres" probably was inadvertent, unless he was including his own and other holdings on the
public domain. An Associated Press dispatch from London to The
New York Times also said that Dorsey had given "a great and
ostentatious dinner" there to assist his scheme, but that his timing
was inauspicious:
The detailed provisions of the [American] alien land act, which
were only known here this week, created the greatest excitement in
financial circles. One great city speculator tells me [?] that not less
than three hundred big American land schemes are knocked in the
head by it. For years London has been full of American promoters of
all sorts-mines, ranches and estates, to sell or Boat in companiesthese ranging all the way from millionaires to needy adventures [sic].
These gentry are now conscious that they have received a grievous
set back. 45

That appeared on April tenth, and the next day's edition of the
Times carried comment about the demoralizing effect of the Alien
Land-lords Act and then made an interesting but imprecise observation: "Dorsey's great ranch has been shorri of some of its outlying
principalities. At the command of the President he has taken down
fifty miles of fence by which he had enclosed a great tract to which'
he had no title."46.
Dorsey's plan to buy and sell the Maxwell was dead by mid:.
May, having succumbed both to the threats of the alien land act
and the not misplaced confidence of the Dutch that they could
hold on to t~e property-a feeling that was strengthened in April
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by the Supreme Court decision upholding the Maxwell patent. 47
With the scheme went hope of improving financial conditions that
had worsened because of speculation, depression in the cattle industry, high winter losses, and the inflow of settlers with their
barbed wire and windmills. On the .latter point the governor of
New Mexico said that "the 'granger' has struck New Mexico."48
Changing course, Dorsey and his wife on July I issued
$100,000 worth of 8% mortgage bonds to the American Loan and
Trust Company of New York in denominations of $1,000 payable
semi-annually, July I and January I. Security given was 25,000
head of cattle (presumably Triangle Dot) and 11,000 acres of
land. Curiously enough the company's chairman was Dorsey's
range superintendent and its secretary was his crony, John Love. 49
The failure of Dorsey's Maxwell proposal did not remove him
from the orbit of land-grant controversy that plagued New Mexico.
Approval of the Maxwell patent by the Supreme Court aroused
the anti-grant movement to a new pitch rather than stifled it.
Dorsey was no stranger to the movement's intricacies, nor was he
unfamiliar with the stratagems of the intrepid anti-grant leader,
O. P. McMains. 50 But whatever the internal feuds of the small
group of men and companies wheeling and dealing in land grants,
they usually closed ranks against their enemies. Anti-grant hopes
still were buoyant from McMains' success in 1885 in getting the
Nolan Grant No. 39 open to public entry by order of the Secretary
of the Interior in President Cleveland's administration. The plats
ofthe Nolan No. 39, in other words, were restored to the General
Land Office.51
Grover Cleveland's choice for Surveyor General of New Mexico
was reform minded and outspoken George Washington Julian
(former Free Sailer and Republican congressman from Indiana),52
who severely jolted the world of Mexican land grants in 1887. In
an official report, dated July 20, Julian censured "distinguished
[unnamed] senators and representatives" for being sympathetic to
S. W. Dorsey, S. B.Elkins, and their confederates (the Santa Fe
Ring), saying that only their fear of the President kept them from
acting more directly. Then Julian castigated Dorsey for illegal use
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of the homestead and pre-emption laws· to secure· control of the
fraudulent Una de Gato Grant. 53 And in that same month of July
came publication of the surveyor general's article on "Land Stealing in New Mexico" in the North American Review,54 which
made common knowledge of the charges made in his report to the
secretary. The criticism was too public to be ignored, and Dorsey
wrote a general defense and justification which appeared in· the
October issue of the North American Review as "Land Stealing in
New Mexico, A Rejoinder."55 Undoubtedly because of the personal attack on him, Dorsey was chosen to express the position of
the land-grant interests and to destroy the credibility of the surveyor general. The whole controversy had strong political overt~'nes, which often characterized land problems in New Mexico. 56
Even though in late 1888 Dorsey inquired about obtaining
thirty or forty thousand acres in the southeast corner of the Maxwell Grant not far from his home place, the chief focus of his
interests in Colfax County had shifted back to the public domain.
In April of that year he, with John Love and John C. Hill, incorporated the Sierra Grande Ranch Company, to which he and his
wife deeded land (for 2,500 shares of company's 7,500 shares of
stock) and sold all the Triangle Dot cattle as well as horses,
wagons, tools, and other parcels of land. 57 About the same time
Dorsey was active in the Clayton Land and Investment Company,
a townsite promotion headed by John C. Hill, the name of the
place having been suggested by the --senator in honor of his son,
Clayton, who was named for Dorsey's old senatorial colleague from
Arkansas, Powell Clayton. Their 'hope for a real estate boom was
sparked by construction of a railroad across the northeastern corner
of New Mexico; Dorsey's friend, General Grenville M. Dodge,
was a major figure in the railroad project. 58 The town, of course,
was expected to become an important shipping point for the stockmen of the region.
Towards the end of the 1880'S western cattlemen more and more
had to deal with the big eastern meat-packing companies that many
thought were monopolistic enough to set prices injurious to the
.cattle growers. At a meeting of the International Range Association
!
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at Denver in February 1887 a countermonopoly was proposed. In
the debate that followed, R. G. Head, president of the Association
and former manager of the Prairie Land and Cattle Company, was
the chief spokesman for those who wanted to set up a complete
vertical monopoly. Dorsey's friend and associate, O. A. Hadley, was
a leader of the stockmen who thought it would be better to concentrate on control of transportation and packing and not try to be
all-inclusive. Head's view carried the convention, and the American Cattle Trust came into existence that May. It never was a
success. 59
In direct reaction to the American Cattle Trust, the American
Meat Company was incorporated in the summer of 1888 by
Stephen W. Dorsey, Ozro A. Hadley, and Joseph W. Dwyer.
Arrangements were completed in New York City, and the next
step was to secure strong backing for floating the new company's
stock. The basic plan was to consolidate major ranches in Colfax
and Lincoln Counties, New Mexico, along with large properties in
Old Mexico, in order to create a company powerful enough to no
longer pay tribute to the "grinding Chicago syndicate."6o To get a
strong slate of officers and directors took time, but in March of
1889 the following announcement was made: J. H. Flagler, head
of the Cotton Oil Trust, president; J. O. Moss, of the same Trust,
vice preSident; Charles E. Coon, secretary; Jennings S. Cox,
treasurer; Ormond Hammond, JI. of Baltimore, the well-known
dressed beef man, general manager; Alexander Green and Robert
G. Ingersoll, counselors; John Davis and Company, New York,
bankers. Among the directors were Edwin C. Converse, president
of the National Tube Works, and Siegmund Lindauer, manager
of the Lindauer Cattle Company, of Deming, New Mexico.
Lindauer probably was an important 6.gure in the plan because
Deming was to have the company headquarters, with branch
offices in New York City and the Republic of Mexico. Also on the
board were Dorsey, Hadley, Dwyer, and others. 61
Announcement of the officials t1J.rned out to be premature, Flagler and Moss declining to assume their new positions. It was Joseph
W. Dwyer's opinion that Philip Armour, of the Armour Packing
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Company, had threatened to stop buying from the Cotton Oil
Trust unless Flagler and Moss refused the top offices in the American Meat Company. At any rate, the company really never became
operational, and the Colfax County ranches (and doubtless the
others) that were to have been parts of the organization continued
on their own. 62 O. A. Hadley still managed the Palo Blanco Company, Delano & Dwyer stayed in business, and Stephen W. Dorsey
planned to ship 3,5°0 Triangle Dot steers to market that fa11. 63
The course of Dorsey's Triangle Dot brand is interesting but not
easy to follow. His promissory notes ($54,080) held by George W.
Swallow, and secured by Triangle Dot cattle, were not paid on
their due date of December 22, 1887. Swallow did not push, but
he finally took steps to foreclose two years later. Dorsey paid
$17,000 and secured another year's postponement, but the final
outcome is not a matter of public record. 64 It should be recalled
that all of the Triangle Dot cattle in Colfax and adjacent counties
had been sold by Dorsey and his wife to the. Sierra Grande Ranch
Company, which had become Dorsey's principal cattle operation
in early 1888, when those cattle presumably were still the security
for the chattel mortgage held by Swallow. And the Sierra Grande
Company, to which the Dorseys had transferred their real and personal property, figured in some curious maneuvering concerning
the $100,000 worth of mortgage bonds (secured by 11,000 acres of
land and 25,000 head of [presumably Triangle Dot] cattle) in
1887 that were issued by Dorsey to the American Loan and Trust
Company of New York. At a meeting in Clayton on May 30,
1890, officials of the loan and trust company denied having assumed any of the bonds as trustee. No bonds were sold at the time
of the Dqrsey transfer to the Sierra Grande Company, and any
sale or pledge of the bonds had been done by unauthorized persons.
Th~ bonds were declared to be a nullity and no obligation on the
American Loan and Trust Company. A resolution embracing those
points was passed and signed by John C. Hill and John Love as
chairman and secretary of the loan and trust company, Stephen
W. Dorsey (no official capacity listed), and H. H. Officer, acting
secretary of the Sierra Grande stockholders. 65 It must be assumed
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that the original mortgage bond transaction was obliterated by the
agreement reached among those men, all of whom were part of the
infrastructure of Dorsey's ranch holdings in Colfax County. The
reader may recollect, for example, that Hill, the head of the
American Loan and Trust Company, also was manager of the
Triangle Dot herd and an incorporator of the Sierra Grande Ranch
Company.66
Yet another company was organized by Dorsey, his wife, and
H. H. Officer (Raton banker and Sierra Grande stockholder) in
1890' On August 15 they signed the articles of incorporation of
the Mountain Spring Ranching Company. The senator's son,
Clayton, recently graduated from Yale University, was made secretary and business manager of the concern, which was also known
locally as the Chico Springs Ranching Company-another interchange of Mountain and Chico in the name of· Dorsey's home
place. It appears that Dorsey intended to remain in the cattle
business, several hundred Colorado cows and calves being bought
for the new company,67 but it probably was related to an incipient
deal for the sale of the Sierra Grande Ranch and the Triangle Dot
herd to Charles Springer, a transaction that was completed in
early 1891.68
By then Dorsey's interest in New Mexico cattle ranching was
declining. He had always had other business involvements, but in
the summer of 1891 his attention was especially taken by a huge
irrigation venture in Colorado. He became active in a syndicate
that aimed to take over vast properties of the Traveler's Insurance
Company and the Henry Irrigation Company based on six big
ditches in northeastern and central Colorado. That was accomplished at a cost of $2,500,000 through the American Land and
Canal Company, largely Dorsey's creation in 1892, which would
have offices in New York City, London, Amsterdam, and Berlin. 69
Dorsey's turning to irrigation projects in Colorado may have
been prompted in part by his failure, for whatever reasons, to get
in on the ground floor of similar developments in Colfax County,
New Mexico. By the late 1880'S big canals were cutting across
parts of that county, fo~etelling an influx of small farmers, but
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many of the irrigating projects were promoted by the Maxwell
Land Grant Company, which had resisted a threatened Dorsey
take-over. In 1888 Joseph W. Dwyer noted the changes and coneluded that the day of the big ranches was over. Two years
later the governor of New Mexico, 1. Bradford Prince, in his
official report for 1890 pointed to the same trend, with particular
reference to Colfax County.70
Dorsey made a novel conversion of some of his New Mexico
real estate by incorporating the Chico Springs Ranch and Resort
Company on October 17, 1892-a plan to develop the big house
into a tuberculosis sanitarium under the direction of Dr. Frederick
W. Seward, of New York City.71 Helen M. Dorsey the next day
conveyed 1,280 acres to the new company, and much of what1was
left of his cattle range was to be a sheep run. Sheep raising was
increasing, with even the huge, British-owned Prairie Land and
Cattle Company planning to go into that business quite
extensively.72
These changes provide a suitable termination point for this
paper, which is concerned primarily with Stephen, W. Dorsey's
career as a New Mexico cattleman. The writer has made no
attempt to relate in detail other facets of his life then or later, or
to chronicle the final disposition of his properties in the territory.
But in order to avoid the impression that Dorsey was an absentee
landlord, it is appropriate to point out that, although he often
was away for business and other reasons, he was active in many
territorial and local affairs. He was a stalwart of the Republican
party and was regarded as at least a peripheral member of that
remarkable combination known as the Santa Fe Ring~73 Also he
was on the executive committee of the Territorial Stockgrowers
Association, and his Civil War experience was in the Raton G.A.R.
post and in the National Encampment of that organization. 74 As a
founder of the Colfax County Stockman (published at Springer)
in 188 I, Dorsey's views pervaded the northeastern part of New
Mexico, and later Raton newspapers-first the Guard and then the
Range-admired and defended him.75 And perhaps the most durable of all memories of Senator Dorsey was his life style at his big
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Mountain Spring, or Chico Springs, house, which was a focus of
social life for many miles around.
Stories and anecdotes about Stephen W. Dorsey still circulate
in northeastern New Mexico. The tale about his having the cattle
he gave to Robert G. Ingersoll, in payment for legal services, hairbranded in the winter with the lawyer's brand so that the Senator's
Triangle Dot would reappear when the hair dropped off in the
spring, has the flavor of malicious gossip.76 And the one about
running the same bunch of cattle several times around the mesa to
provide a deceptive count for buyers is also told about the JJ outfit,
the Prairie Land and Cattle Company's Arkansas division in Colorado. But that is not to say that the senator was a model of ethical
behavior.
There is no reason to believe the legend that Dorsey left New
Mexico practically broke. He doubtless sustained loss when he
closed out his ranching interests, but he had investments in other
enterprises, mining particularly. In the Maxwell Land Grant Company correspondence there is an intriguing letter (1887) in which
Harry Whigham, receiver of the company, said he met Senator
Dorsey on the train in company with Jesse Grant (presumably the
late President's son). Another member of the party told Whigham
that Dorsey recently had made a great deal of money from his
Bessemer company and probably would make more. 77 Dorsey's
shift from open range ranching in New Mexico to irrigation and
farming in Colorado was quite consonant with the changing times
and attests to his astuteness and flexibility.
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THE ETHNIC SENSITIVIIT OF SPANISH
NEW MEXICANS: A SURVEY AND ANALYSIS

JOSEPH V. METZGAR

THE ethnic sensitivity of Spanish-speaking New Mexicans has
been a subject for comment by historians, anthropologists, journalists, and other interested scholars and spectators of the New Mexico scene. Most of these writers have been "Anglo," and although
many show·a genuine sympathy for Nativos, they tend nevertheless to write sadly and regretfully of such sensitivity as if to place
some of the onus on the shoulders of Spanish New Mexicans
themselves.! To be sure, Nativo ethnic sensitivity exists. Anyone
who has lived for any length of time in New Mexico discerns it
sooner or later. Yet, one may ask, how does this sensitivity express
itself in the Gestalt-like identity complex of Spanish New Mexicans? And how does it relate to the historical record? .
. With these questions· in mind, the author embarked on an in. depth survey of the feelings of identity held by Spanish-speaking
and/or Spanish-surnamed people in Albuquerque. The survey was
conducted in the summer of 1972; using various agencies· and individuals to facilitate contact with the desired respondents. Such
agencies as community action centers, Catholic churches, Los
Padres, La Llave, the Albuquerque Technical-Vocational Institute, the United States Post Office, and others, were called upon to
cooperate in the venture and generally responded in very positive
and helpful ways. The result was that 229 respondents filled out a
rather lengthy questionnaire which included multiple-choice
answers and, more important, space for open.:ended responses including extended comments. The results are both interesting and
projective. 2
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There were four direct and critical questions in the survey on
the issue of identity. Table I shows two such questions and the
percentage of the various male and female responses.
TABLE I

5. Circle the word that you think best describes your ethnic affiliation and
explain your choice:
a. Chicano. b. Hispano. c. Mexican. d. Spanish-American. e. Other.
B. Female Responses
A. Male Responses
Chicano
.
23%
38%
Chicano
.
Hispano
.
9%
5%
Hispano
.
Mexican or
Mexican or
Mexican-Amer.
7%
4%
Mexican-Amer.
Spanish-Amero
. 54%
38%
Spanish-Amer.
American
. 7%
American
. 4%
Others
.
4%
Others. . .
.
. 5%
No Answer
.
2%
6. Circle the word that least describes your ethnic affiliation:
a. Chicano. b. Hispano. C. Mexican. d. Spanish-American. e. Other.
A. Male Responses
B. Female Responses
Chicano
16%
Chicano. . . . . . . .
26%
Hispano
14%
Hispano
15%
Mexican
32%
Mexican
37%
Spanish-Amero
12%
Spanish-Amero
6%
Others . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 4%
Others . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2%
No Answer
22%
No Answer. . . . . . . . . .. 14%

One of the most obvious readings of these statistics is that many
more males than females prefer the term "Chicano" to describe
their ethnicity, this by a ratio of almost 2 to I. Furthermore, they
identify with "Chicano" as much as they do with the term "Spanish-American" (38% to 38%). On the other hand, a majority of
women prefer "Spanish-American," and in fact, if their preference
for "Hispano" were added to that total, the majority becomes
almost overwhelming, 59%, as opposed to a mere 23% who think
"Chicano" best describes their ethnic affiliation. To be sure, if
one adds the "Hispano" preference to the "Spanish-American"
selection in the male column, one finds that 47% of the males
prefer the Spanish-origin terms to describe their ethnic ties, but
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this is still less than a majority and not too much higher than those
who select the "Chicano" designation (a ratio of about 5 to 4).·
.Question no. 6 further corroborates the female aversion to the
term "Chicano." Twenty-si~' per cent of the women respondents
indicated that the "Chicano" designation least describes their
ethnic affiliation, as opposed to only 16% of the males; In fact, the
comments made by females show their negative response to the term
even more. Some women showed a highly emotional response to
"Chicano," although the explanations range from rather tame expressions of ignorance to those of outright hostility:
1.

2.

3.
4.

5.
6.
7.

"I don't know the meaning of the word."
"Never heard of them [Chicanos] before; it's always been Spanish
tome."
"I think saying Chicano puts a barrier on your nationality."
"All my life 1 claim myself Spanish-American and 1 just feel that
that is me. Chicano to me is like someone who is radical (my feeling only)."
"I don't think of .myself as Mexican. 1 don't like the word
Chicano."
"I detest the word Chicano. It sounds trite to me. . . . 1 feel it's
a word that was coined and really has no meaning to· me."
"1 hate the word Chicano."

There is a constant undercurrent of hostility to the term even when
that hostility is not directly and overtly expressed. For example, a
recent immigrant from Mexico challenged the use of the word with
these remarks: "Soy de Mexico. Me gustarfa s?ber a quitm se Ie
ocurrio 10 de 'Chicano.' Y como se 10 explica."3
On the other hand, one of the consistent reasons given by many
Nativos for rejecting the term is that it is associated with "Mexican" in their minds. As one 23-year-old secretary put it, "I consider
it a slang word for Mejicano." In fact, many men and women see·
it simply as a slang word and/or one having a connection with
Mexican origins. One 46-year-old, college-educated male,. who
claimed his ancestors came to New Mexico in 1636, explained his
rejection of "Chicano" by saying, "This label means or comes
from the Indian (Mechicanos) of Central Mejico." And as· a

52

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW XLIX: 11974

corollary to such reactions is the attitude held by several respondents that the term "Chicano" cannot be applied to the people of
New Mexico.· Such an attitude is undoubtedly the result of the
"Mexican" interpretation of the word.
The term rejected by the high~st percentage of both men and
women is "Mexican." Thirty-two per cent of the males choose the
word as that which least describes their ethnic affiliation, while
37% of females consider it in the same negative way. One 2o-yearold girl explained: "Mexican-I think cause [sic] most of the time
that is the most used when someone is being rude and calling a
Chicano names. Example-'dirty Mexican' etc." Another 2o-yearold female defined her attitude in much the same way: ''I'd rather
not be called Mexican because of the stereotype remarks that are
associated with it. Such as, lazy, dirty greaser, etc."
A 20-year-old male student explained his rejection of "Mexican"
by lamenting, "It makes me feel like if I were a wetback from
Mexico." An I 8-year-old boy rejected it "because it has been turned
into a bad name." And a 40-year-old accountant saw its pejorative
connotations as something peculiar to New Mexico: "I think in
this state it has a derogatory meaning."4
The predominant reason given by both sexes for not accepting
"Mexican" as an appropriate description of their ethnicity is that
they were not born in Mexico, have no Mexican ancestry, and have
no Mexican relatives. Some are willing to accept any of the terms
provided to describe ethnic identity, except "Mexican."
A college-educated, 36-year-old male commented on his answers
to Questions nos. 5 and 6 by writing:
My ethnic background is Espanol with no tie to any slang title;
I am an American by nationality and a Hispano by descent. Contrary
to popular belief I am least affiliated with the Mexican background.
The other made-up titles have a social relation to my background,
but merely because of geographical location I cannot relate that I
am a Mexican.

On the other hand, a 47-year-old woman social worker recalled:
"My parents always claim . . . [that] their ancestors came from
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Spain and that we do have a portion of Indian blood, so I don't
consider myself as a Mexican at all."
Why is there such intense wariness of being called "Mexican"?
If one searches through books on New Mexico published in the late
nineteenth or early twentieth century, one finds very little that
smacks of derogation, even if one discoverscondescension. 5 And
without exception historians and popularizers such as H. H. Bancroft, W. W. H. Davis, R. E. Twitchell, C. F. Lummis, W. G.
Ritch, and others, used the term "Mexican" to identify the Spanishspeaking natives. What happened in the decades after the Americ~m invasion and occupation of New Mexico that prompted
Spanish-surnamed natives to reject the term "Mexican"? While
the' Pueblo Indians might have halfway humorously dubbed the
Spanish settlers Pee-peed-deh or "Wet-heads,"6 why is it. that
epithets have degenerated to the point where today a 20-year'-Old
student dislikes being called "Mexican," because it makes him feel
as if he "were a wetback from Mexico." In asense, Nativos have
gone from "Wet-heads" to "Wet-backs," and they. despise the
deterioration of their image.
Erna Fergusson contends that "Spanish-American" was invented
in 1918 to identify native New Mexicans serving in World War I,
since "Mexican" tended to indicate to Americans ignorant of New
Mexico customs that such soldiers were actually aliens. 7 Nancie
Gonzalez states that the rather sudden upsurge in the use of
"Spanish-American" after the First World War was directly related to the prejudice and discrimination emerging against the
Spanish-speaking during the 1920'S and 1930'S.8 But why should
prejudice suddenly surface in such a virulent form that it would·
prompt people to substitute a 'more euphemistic-sounding term of
identity?
.
There were several reasons. First, the steadily increasing flow of
Mexican nationals into the United States from 1910 onward established the context. 9 If this was indeed a period witnessing "the end
of American innocence," as Henry F. May in his book of the same
name contends, then perhaps it was also a period of the end of
New Mexican innocence. The territory became a state in this
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decade, and its people, anxious to show their Americanism after the
long delay, marched off to war, called themselves "Spanish-Americans," recognized the nativist sentiment leading to immigration restriction in the 1920'S, and moved quickly to disassociate themselves from the poverty-stricken migrant laborers from Mexico
filtering through, if not staying in, their state. Then too, sitting
next to them in the Congress, were Texans who were leading the
struggle to exclude Mexicans from entry into the country.l0 The
seething racist statements of the period could only convince
Nativos of the wisdom of calling themselves "Spanish-American."
The Depression must have also exacerbated dormant feelings of
antagonism which caused Anglos and Nativos to use "Mexican"
and "Gringo" in an increasingly derogatory manner. The result
was that the term "Mexican" was progressively accruing the many
unsavory connotations which it still conjures up in the minds of
so many New Mexicans of whatever ethnic connection. Finally,
there was the heavy influx of soldiers from other regions of the
United States who looked upon Nativos with their strange language and customs as quaint-and-not-quite Americans and really
rather alien "Mexicans." However Anglos may view what they
regard as Nativo hypersensitivity, it is a fact that servicemen, and
perhaps even worse, their wives and children, coming from Middle
America often viewed a tour of duty in New Mexico as one protecting inferior colonials. The Spanish New Mexican senses this in
the rude manner, the supercilious eyebrow, the upturned head,
the curled lip, and abrupt tone of voice of his alleged protector
from Joplin, Kokomo, Big Spring, Austin, or Peoria. The author has
seen and felt such an attitude in New Mexico as well as in "'occupied" Germany in the early 1950'S and "allied" Europe later on. It
is no wonder that such attitudes are often boomeranging today in
many areas ofthe world.
In the 1972 survey, however, even some Nativos who have seemingly escaped from accommodating their ethnic terminology to
dominant Anglo value judgments still deem it necessary to make a
clear distinction between themselves and Mexicans. Some people
who accept the term "Chicano" as the most proper description of
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their identity are among this group. For example, a 31-year-old
male answered Question no.' 5 by circling "Chicano" and Question
no. 6 by Circling "Mexican." He explained the former by saying, "I
feel that 'Chicano' is a word coined, by our own people and encompasses all Spanish cultures;" but he repudiates the latter by
emphasizing, "All Chicanos are not [italics his] of 'Mexican'
descent." A 40-year-old teacher also explained his preference for
the "Chicano" label "because of its sense of unity and power implications," but in a number of cases among both men and women
the' idea of connecting this avant-garde term with anything explicitly Mexican is rejected.
, Only 16% of the male respondents chose "Chicano" as the word
least describing their ethnicity. Yet this small group has very strong
feelings about the word. The mildest kind of explanation for repudiating it is given by a college-educated "planner" in his thirties:, "I
say 'Chicano' because I am confused as to what the word itself
means;" whereas a 25-year-old, college-educated pilot fairly bristles
in saying, "Popular phrases leave me cold."
The inferiority theme, as in the case of the term "Mexican," is
repeated in some answers, such as that of a '60-year-old professor
who opined: "La palabra Chicano lleva' consigoun Significado
inferior." The same type of explan~tion is provided by a 47-yearold federal government employee who wrote: "My descendants
[sic lare Spanish-there is no question about that-but I am and
prefer' to be identified as American. I have no ethnic ties with
Mexico but if I did I would be proud. I dislike the term 'Chicano'
since some people still infer it to mean a lower class of people." And
finally a 45-year-old general contractor explained his answer by
asserting, "This word to me is equal to 'chicanery' or 'Summato'
and is insulting." Indeed, he favored Eugene Gallegos, the 1972
candidate for Congress, because he "will end or do away with the
label, 'Chicano' and stop the 'Mono' image of people of Spanish
descent which recently prevails."ll
'
Question no. 6 also has some other interesting and significant
statistics, particularly if one combines the sex and age categories as
in Table II. The group which least identifies with the term
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TABLE II

6. Circle the word that least describes your ethnic affiliation:
H ispano
No Answer
Male
.
. .. 14%
22%
Female
.
.
15%......
. .14%
26%.
.
Age: 20 and under ...
4%
Age: 21 to 30 .
. ..... 17%. .. ...
.
14%
Age: 31 to 40
....... 10%..
.
14%
9%
24%
Age: 41 and over ...

"Hispano" is the youth twenty years of age and under; more than
a fourth specifically reject the word to describe their ethnicity;
This is the group that is also least reluctant to make a choice on
the question, with only 4% declining to answer. It also appears
that' the older a person is the less likely he is to reject the term
"Hispano." And finally the two groups most reluctant to answer
the question are males and those people 41 years old or older (22%
and 24% respectively).
The repudiation of the term "Hispano" of course is related to
the greater preference held for other ethnic descriptions in New
Mexico. In the author's experience, however, it is also related to
the fact that many New Mexicans are simply not cognizant of the
word in terms of usage and definition. The author was born and
raised in Albuquerque and cannot remember ever hearing that
term used in the Barelas area or anywhere else in New Mexico
until very recently. The word "Hispano" seems to have been used
almost exclusively by scholars and professional writers to describe
Spanish-speaking New Mexicans. Today its use is becoming more
widespread, but it is still not a popular term in the same sense as
the words "Spanish" or "Spanish-American." For example, a 24year-old teacher circled "Hispano" for Question no. 6 and explained her choice by simply saying, "I don't fully understand the
term." A 24-year-old female student rejected "Hispano" because
it "does not relate to anything pertaining to ethnic background in
this part of the United States." A 35-year-old computer operator
explained his preference for "Spanish-American" by defining the
alternate terms: "I don't know the meaning of the word IChicano i .
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'Hispano' to me means somebody from Spain which I am not.
'Mexican':is ~omebody that was born in Mexico which I was not."
And finally a 54-year-old male educational counselor really tops
them all, rejecting "Hispano" by exclaiming, "It sounds so Iberian."
Since most categories of respondents decline to answer Ques~
tion no. 6 at a 14% rate, why is it that males and persons 41 years
old and older refuse to answer the question at much higher rates
(22% and 24% respectively)? The questionnaires provide no clue,
sillce ordinarily no comments were made when the question was
not answered. From one's experience with New Mexicans, however, it is possible to hazard some educated guesses on the reasons.
For one thing, these two categories of respondents seem to be
especially sensitive to possible charges of separating and differen~
fiating themselves from other Spanish-speaking groups and therec
fore simply decline to respond to a question which,. if answered,
effectively negates and rejects a cultural relative. In addition, it
is likely that they inherently feel a strong tie to all the choices provided, even though they may identify with one term more than
others, and therefore refuse to exclude any particular label.
In shifting attention to the age categories in Table III, some further conclusions emerge on feelings of identity. Among the more
obvious indications is that the younger a person is, the more
"Chicano" .he feels. Forty-eight per cent of, those twenty mid
under prefer the term "Chicano" to describe their ethnic affilia,.
tion. This percentage declines to 36% and 32% for those in their
twenties and thirties respectively, and finally to only 15% for the
oldest group. To be sure, the word "Chicano" is not anything new
to people living in Spanish-speaking barrios. The author well remembers the term being used as early as the 1940'S among certain people seemingly having a feeling of close kinship to Mexico.
'The term is novel' only in the sense that it has been recently dls~
covered by the wider public.
The preference shown by teenagers for the term is undoubtedly
linked to the unity leaders among the Spanish-speaking in the
United States, who have made a concerted effort to gain wider
acceptance of "Chifano" as the generic umbrella covering all Indo-
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TABLE III

AGE:

20 and
Under

AGE:

21 to
30

AGE:

31 to
40

AGE:

41 and
Over

5. Best describes ethnicity.
Chicano
.48%
Hispano
'0
0
Mexican
Spanish-Amero
44%
American
4%
All but Mexican .. 4%
Chicano
36%
Hispano
2%
Mexican or
Mexican-Amer. . 10%
Spanish-Amer. . .. 41 %
American
5%
Coyote
3%
All of them
3%

Chicano
32%
Hispano
8%
Mexican or
Mexican-Amer. . 3%
Spanish-Amero at
Spanish
49%
Others
5%

Chicano
Hispano
Mexican or
Mexican-Amer.
Spanish-Amero
American
Others
Refuse to identify
No Answer

15%
13%
. 9%
46%
8%
5%
. 1%
3%

6. Least describes ethnicity.
Chicano
11 %
Hispano
26%
Mexican
44%
Spanish-Amero
4%
None
11%
No Answer
4%
Chicano
Hispano

16%
17%

Mexican
... 27%
Spanish-Amero ... 14%
2%
Anglo
White
. 2%
All except Chicano 3%
None
.
5%
No Answer
... 14%
Chicano
Hispano

... 14%
.... 10%

Mexican

... 46%

Spanish-Amero
Reject None
Reject all
No Answer

11 %
4%
1%
14%

Chicano
Hispano

34%
9%

Mexican
Spanish-Amero

24%
7.5%
1.5%
24%

Raza
No Answer
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Hispanic peoples. And their drive .has produced results, particularly among the youth and younger adults. On the other hand,
while 48% of the youth identify with "Chicano," a significant 34%
of people 41 years of age and older fervently dislike the term and
therefore reject it. Yet only 24% of this same group rejects "Mexican" as a proper designation, while a resounding 44% of the
youngest group repudiate it. To be sure, ."Mexican" is the most
highly rejected term among all age groups, except for the oldest
who dislike "Chicano" more than "Mexican" by a ratio of 7 to 5.
Several of the negative comments against "Chicano" quoted
earlier were made by people in their forties and beyond. But perhaps the comments made by two over-forty persons, one male, one
female, rather typify the dominant strains of thought in this age
group. The 47-year-old man explained his choice of "SpanishAmerican" for Question no. 5 and "Chicano" for Question no. 6
by saying:
My ancestors were Spaniards who colonized New Mexico and
established their culture here. . . . The term 'Chicano' is a catchall one which pretends to include all Spanish-speaking people. It is
undoubtedly a corruption of 'Mexicano' and does not adequately
identify the diverse Spanish-speaking population of the U.S. It
would be ridiculous, for instance, to identify Cubans and Puerto
.
Ricans as 'Chicanos.'

On the other hand, a 4 i -year-old woman chooses "Mexican" as
best describing her ethnicity because "even though I am 'of
Spanish descent, my people have intermarried with the Indi~n."
But she rejects the term "Chicano" because "the true meaning of
Chicano is small boy-coming .from. the word chico-meaning
small." Although most over-forty Nativos would not go as far as this
woman in accepting "Mexican" (only 9% did)', nevertheless tIley
show the greatest' reluctance among any age group to reject it
outright.
The confusion of nationality and ethnicity fostered by the term
"Mexican" and exemplified by the 41-year-old woman just mentioned is the primary reason for rejecting the term, as indicated
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previously. In fact, the 3I-tO-40 age group rejected "Mexican" at
the rate of 46%, the highest of any age group, and most often used
the argument of nationality confusion to support their rejection.
A 33-year-old male case worker, for example, explains it this way:
Miafiliaci6n ha sido siempre mas cerca con Hispanos como grupo
etnico y me considero Hispano por esta raz6n ... , pero los derechos
civiles bajo quales vivo me hacen sentir orgullo de ser Americano
tambien. . . . Siendo del norte de Nuevo Mexico, los rasgos que
tengo con qualquier .cosa Mexicana son mas al· nivel de turista que
origen nacional.

Then,again, a 37-year-old "Jack-of-all trades" circled none of the
choices under Question no. 5 and then with some consistency of
argument circled all of the choices under Question no. 6. He explained his actions by. describing himself as an American of
Mexican descent: "First and last I'm American born [italics his].
First class citizen with Mexican culture, which I'm proud of and
which neither Mexico nor the U.S.A. can understand." Such arguments are not restricted to anyone age group either. Scanning the
comments of all age groups, the most consistent reason given for
rejecting "Mexican" is that it signifies foreign birth and alienation
from the United States.
The word, in any case, has always been most unsatisfactory as a
designation of ethnic identity. It fosters alien connotations with all
the negative implications for the chauvinistic mind. The author
well remembers as a youth attending Albuquerque parochial
schools, where the question was often asked, "What is your
nationality?" and one responded anxiously by saying, "Spanish."
The term "nationality" to mean ethnicity is still being used today,
as one discovers in many of the comments made in the questionnaire. In fact, this confusion has been fostered unwittingly by
Nativos themselves, when in earlier times especially theydistinguished themselves from Anglos by calling the latter "Americanos" and themselves "Mexicanos." In the 1972 survey several
respondents said their parents made just such a distinction, although. one person presumed to think that in using the term
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"Mexicano" his father really meant "Spanish-American." How,"
ever, to many an Anglo hearing "Mexicano" being used as a term
of identity, it could only condition him further to view Spanishspeaking people as rather alien, which' he was predisposed to do
anyway.
Two corollary questions (Questions nos. 19 and 22) were included in the survey and may be of some significance in gauging
the impact of those working for a unified identity among the
Spanish-speaking. In Table IV percentages for the three most important answers are submitted and compared with those of Questions nos. 5 and 6.
As noted earlier, the largest number of those preferring "Chicano" ,belong to the youngest age group. However, this is obviously a very recent development, because only 7% of such
young people used "Chicano" ten years ago, as opposed to 48%
today. Since seven times as many youngsters identify with
"Chicano" in 1972, one can only conclude that the movement
for, Chicano unity has had a startling effect on young people.
A related factor is l;lndoubtedly the use of the term "Chicano" by
an ever-widening group of parents who have transferred such new
identity values to their offspring. Those under twenty-one indicate
that their parents use the term at the rate of 22%, the highest percentage of any group considered in the survey. Their parents
probably come from the 31-to-40 age group, and in any case all
other age groups show a significant increase in use of the term
since 1962.
Thirty-six' per cent of those in their twenties now use "Chicano," contrasted to only 8% ten years ago, meaning that more
than four times as many are using it today than used it in 1962.
Thirty-two per cent of those in their thirties now use "Chicano,"
as opposed to 14% in 1962, meaning the number in this age
bracket is more than double what it wa~ earlier. The percentage
of those using the term among'the oldest people has also more
than doubled, although in absolute percentage (15%) this age
group shows the least inclination to use it.
.
There are some significant clues to the r~asons why those 41

~
TABLE IV

5. Best describes
ethnicity
AGE:

20 and
Under
AGE:

21 to
30

AGE:

31 to
40

AGE:

41 and
Over

6. Least describes
ethnicity

19. 10 years ago,
word used

Chicano
. . . . . . . . . . .. 48%
.. .. ..
0
Mexican
Spanish-Amero
44%

............ 11%
44%
. 4%

7%
15%
48%

. 36%

. ........... 16%

8%

. 10%
. 41%

. ........... 27%
............ 14%

. 32%

Chicano
Mexican or
Mexican-Amer
Spanish-Amero
Chicano
Mexican or
Mexican-Amer.
Spanish-Amero
Chicano ...
Mexican or
Mexican-Amer.
Spanish-Amero

22. Word parents
used

............ 22%
............ 11%
............ 41%
............

9%

16%
60%

........... 14%
........... 52%

............ 14%

14%

........... 10%

3%
. 49%

............ 46%
............ 11%

11%
61%

............ 14%
............ 56%

15%

............ 34%

6%

........... 1.5%

9%
. 46%

............ 24%
............ 7.5%

...... 13.5%
...... 61%

28%
42%

.......

TABLE V

5. Best describes
ethnicity
MALE

FEMALE

Chicano
- Mexican __ .....
Spanish-Amero
Chicano
Mexican
'-Spanish-Amer.

.

6. Least describes
ethnicity

38%
4%
38%

............ 16%
.
32%
............ 12%

23%
7%
54%

26%
37%
6%

19. 10 years ago,
word used
15%

15%
53%

22. Word parents

used
-

9%
... 23%
48%

3%

9%

12%

15%

64%

52%

0-

w
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years old and older reject the term "Chicano" more often than
"Mexican." Their parents use or used "Chicano" at the rate of
only 1t2% but called themselves~'Mexican" at a 28% rate, the
highest percentage of any category considered in this study. This
being so, it is easier to understand why such people would reject
"Chicano" more than they do "Mexican" to describe their ethnic
affiliation. The simple fact of parental example seems crucial
here. Add to that the general tendency of older people to be more
conservative, and one emerges with an even fuller answer. And
finally only 6% of this group used "Chicano" ten years ago, the
lowest percentage of people using it, with the exception of women
(see Table V).
With the growing use of "Chicano" among all categories of
Spanish-speaking people, there has been a corresponding decline
in the use of the terms "Spanish-American" and "Mexican." For
example, ten years ago 60% of people in their twenties used
"Spanish-American" to identify their ethnic origins; yet only 41%
use it today, a drop of approximately one-third, the heaviest decline in any group surveyed. If one adds this to the decline in the
use of "Mexican" from 16% in 1962 to 10% in 1972, one can
readily account for most of the increase in the use of "Chicano"
among people between 21 and 30 years of age. The same is true
of those in their thirties, who in 1962 liked the "SpanishAmerican" tag at the rate of 6 1 % but today use it only at a 49%
rate. Combine this 12% drop with the 8% decline in their use of
the "Mexican" label, and one can account for the rise in the use
of "Chicano" among people from 31 to 40 years of age.
Again, the two most interesting age groups for comparing increases and declines are the youngest and the oldest people. The
decline in the use of "Mexican" among teenagers is drastic and
the number using it today is so small that it is no longer significant
enough statistically to provide even a percentage; in other words,
the number is effectively zero. At the same time, however, the
decline in the use of "Spanish-American" is minimal, a loss of
only four percentage points to 44%. What, then, accounts for the
soaring jump in the last ten years in the use of "Chicano" among
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youth? Wh~ch t~rms d~c;lin~d in use? "Hispano" (frqrq 4%) anq:
"M~xiCf\n" dropp~d to an effectiv.e zero. The fact t}lat 22% were,
too young to 8;nswer Question no. 19 may acc~unt for ~e 4.1.% ri~e
i~ t~e use of the term "Chicano" among .yo~th. sillce the. early;
196o~.
. .
On the ~ther h,mq, the. qlclest group shows a, 15% clycHne in
"h-Amencan.
.
" Th
" M " " 1ess, t07
th.e use 0,f "s.P'illllS
• ey a1so USe€;XICan
day; by a,~Qut4% or 5%. Yet the use of "Chicano" rose by only
Q% (f~oIJi 6% tql 5%). What other labels did thes~ pe.opleja,dopt
as best fitting their ethnicity? There are two terms which sinc~
1962 have gained in popularity by 5% each among the oldest
" " an d "H"lspano. "
group: "Amencan
To complete the historical picture, the statistics. b;;1Sed on sex
an~ p~ov!deq. in Table V. They sho~. that teI).. years ago 15% of
males used "Chicano" to define their ethnicity, whereas. today a
stro~g 38% use it, a substantial· rise of 23 percentage points. At
the same time the use of "Spanish-American" dropped by 15
percentage points and "Mexican" by 11 percentage points. "Hispano," on the other hand, rose from 6% to 9%. Neyert~eless, the
real gain among males since 1962 has been in. the u.se of
"Chicano."
.
Women used "Chi<::ano" only slightly ten years ago (3 %); yet
today 23% use it. In tpe same period the use of the term "Hispano" has remained constant at 5%, while use of "SpanishAmerican" and "Mexican" has declined, ten and n,ve percentage
points. !e~p~f.ti.vely: LJse of "Amerjcan" h.as risen froFll 4,% i~. 1962
to 7% in 1972 among women, while another 4% say.th~t ten years
ago they used no particular term to describe their ethnic affiliation.
Taki.ng Span.is4. New Mexicans. as a whole,.t4.e.t~erpjs ,cle~rly
to u?e"Chjcapo" to describe. etbnic affiliation, although·it is.. still.
f~r: frorn.amajority ph epoII1enop. Ten years ago, Nativosidenti.fied
with the,teID).'''Cpicano'' by only 9%; in 1972 they are, identifying.
theII1~elYe~. as "Chicanqs" by over. 30%. This, "Chicano" .upsurge,
in"ipe l'ls.t ten, years ha,s witnessed an overall decline. in th~ uSe.
of "Sp:lnis~~America~" from asolid 58% in. 1962 to an ¢ma,ciated
45% tod~y., V¥ho wouJd have. thought a. generation ago. that tpe
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overwhelming and nearly sacrosanct term "Spanish-American"
would sink in primary usage to less than a majority in New
Mexico. Of course, this is not to say that it is not being used as an
alternate expression of identity for many who consider "Chicano"
or some other term as primary.
Why would there continue to be such use of "Spanish-American" as a secondary term? And what reasons were given by respondents for its extensive use ten years ago? Perhaps some brief,
but pointed, comments to Question no. 19 provide a partial
answer:
"It was the accepted term."
"Most widely accepted."
3. "The 'accepted' word for the time with no derogatory
implications."
4. "Sounded better than 'Mex' or 'Greaser.'''
5. "Spanish-American was used commonly."
6. "The 'in' term at the time."
7. "Because of the education given to me by my grandparents and
parents."
8. "I was taught in school to say that by Anglos."
9. "Its what we were told we were."
10. "Because that's the way it's written on all forms in public
schools."
I I. 'Ten years ago, I never even thought about it. To tell you the
truth the reason it didn't much matter-the teachers never
asked the question."
12. "A.. [Chicano]-among friends. D. [Spanish-American] in
schooL"
I •

2.

As the above quotations show so well, the "Spanish-American"
of New Mexico is a classic example of the "other-directed" person
in American society. His cultural posture has been defensive over
the years, particularly so in the twentieth century. In contrast to
other unassimilated minorities and even his. own in other states
who have resorted at times to everyone of the classic troika of
accommodation, resistance, and separation to maintain their dignity
and culture in a racist America, the New Mexico Nativo has gen-
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erally tried simply to accommodate in good faith. This has left
him in a deteriorating 'cultural position as the state has come more
and I11ore' under Anglo domination in this century.
The fate of the Spanish language in New Mexico is a case in
point. And -the attitudes of self-professed "objective" historians in
dealing with the language problem have not helped to clarify the
issue.
Example. In a chapter called "The Spanish Heritage," Warren
A. Beck descends from his Olympian heights of historical objectivity to scold ancestral Nativ9s in his inimitable way:
The insistence of the Spanish-speaking people upon the retention
of their status and the resulting guarantees which they wrote into
the state constitution have unquestionably retarded education in
New Mexico-so much so, in fact, that one observer wryly remarked,
This is the only state where the students are illiterate in two
languages.'12

Proceeding from such pronouncements to a more scholarly consideration in the next two paragraphs, Beck nonetheless concludes
that Nativos "simply did not look upon 'book learning' with the
same reverence that the English frontiersmen did," and then goes
on to resurrect what Professor John H. Vaughan in 1921 called
the "oft-repeated slander" that an 1889 law required that school
teachers simply be able to read and write either Spanish or
English, which Dean Vaughan called a careless error resolved in
1893 when the words "school teacher" were stricken from the
statute. I3 Professor Beck's "objectivity" then carries him on to a
sublimated tongue-lashing of those who have idealized Spanish
New Mexico by ironically sighing:
But, alas, this world in which everyone was happy was to be
despoiled by the Anglo-American. Writers portray the confusion of
the Spanish-American as his world fell down around his shoulders
much the same way the South collapsed after the Civil War. 14

However Beck may feel about it, such concern was real and not
one held only by "romantic" writers but also by political leaders
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such as Governor William 'Carr Lane. In a message to tHe New
MexiCo legislature on Decemb'er 7, 1852, Governor Lane adnionished New Mexicans on the matter:
I also urge upon all to learn the English langua'ge and 'to adopt all
the customs of the United States, that are suitable and proper for
this country. But I do not advise them (the Mexican people) to
change any of their beneficial or praiseworthy customs, nor do I
advise them to forget their parent stock, and the proud recollections
that cluster around Castilian history: I do not advise ,them to disuse
their beautiful language, to lay aside their dignified manners and
punctilious attention to the proprieties of social life, and I sincerely
hope that the profound deference that is now paid to, age ,by the
young Will Uilderg<;> no change. . . . True it is, that the Mexican
people have been always noted for their distinguished manners and
Chnsti~n customs, it is orily to be r~gretted to see that some of their
good usages are disappearing little by little before what is called
progress in our days.15

Nativos took such advice to heart, as they were predisposed to do
by the pride they felt for their cultural heritage, and they therefore insisted among other things that Article XII, Section 8, of the
State Constitution read:
TIe legislature shall proVide for the training of teachers in the
normal schools or otherwise so that they may Be~ome proficient in
both the English and Sp~nlsh languages, to qualify tHem to teach
Spanish-speaking pupilS ,ahd students in the public scHools ahd
educational institutions of the state; and shall provide proper means
and methoq,s to faciiitate the teaching of the English language and
other branches of learning to such pupils and students.
That such a legacy has never been implemented in New Mexico
almost goes without saying. That "perfect equality" in public
schools which Article XII, SeCtion 10, of the Constitution also
enjoinsllas been for an intents and purposes a dead letter in state
history. Perhaps it would be well for Anglo historians such as
Warren A. Beck to research the "mind" of the, Spanish New
Mexican before arriving at any essential conclusions on his
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plight. it would he ,wise, for example, to r~fer to the work. of
George I. Sancnezwho i~ 1.940 reminded New Mexico and :the
rest of th~ natiqri df itS stillb6~n obligations to an ·obliging b{Ii:
l:0J,lqueredpeople. .Sanchez knew by eXpeiience the effective
fallacy of 'those 'original constitutional provisions:
Children leave school not only without,

a mast~rY

of .subjeci:-

piatte'r Nrida~entals, but ~ithou:t ~asterY of a laIigt't~ge. The short

an

'ti~e they spend in school they devote to rote leami'ng in
{mperfectly undei:sto6d tongue. . . . The one language (Spanish) that
is cOIl).prehensible to these children is completely igli'ored. Their
lin,Ut~d ,proficiency in that language is not used as a base for, !by
;n~:w. language or for the development of proficiency in . . . vital
fields. . . .16
/

Perhaps the Nativo has indeed been too obliging. W. S. Burke,
the superintendent of schools for Bernalillo County, reported in
1885 that the Spanish New Mexicans were enthusiastic for
proper education, especially education in English, which
prompted district directors to offer a higher sal,ary to teachers who
could instmct· in English, an orieritation which undoubtedly
r~i:hforced the situation of which Mr. Sanchez spoke ~h i 940.17
The result is that in I 96~ an Anglo Attorney General offers an
opirtlon drl Aitic1e XIi, Section 8, of die Cbnsdilitiori". whien
u!lderstandably rati?n~liz~s a~ay the obviou,s iJ,ltent of; the .provision but recognizes, a significapt corollary which if implemeI1;t~d
in the past would have saved the Nativo much sorrow. The
pointe<! opinion simply accentuates the neglect: "As a practICal
matth', how~v~r, billy those t~~chers ,who are kilowledge~1:lle in
SpanisH w(jukl !?e aBle to teach ~ st~deilt. ~ho. can bnly c6rivers~
in Spanish."ls The use, of the ~ubjupctive tense iis w~ll t~k,eri,
~ince. such conditions have seldom been applied in the New
Mexico. paSt..
In the end, however, one cim say that the Spanish New
~e;cica~, his langtiage;and his ciIltiire have survive~, a littl,e
battered and tattered arid beaten perhaps, but they" have sur~
"iVeJ: E~~n.·a· rather insensitive historian can celebrate such
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retention by writing, "The Spanish language . . . has not only
persisted, but promises to do so for a very long time to come,
enriching the idiom and the civilization in ways which every
observer can at least partially evaluate."lll To be. sure. But such
enrichment could not have continued without the stubborn
insistence of Nativos, even to the point of constitutional provision,
to retain their language and culture. Nevertheless, that "stronger
or more dynamic" element that a historian also celebrates20 has
slowly undermined that unique culture, leaving New Mexico
today with so many culturally deprived Nativos who speak a
marginal Spanish or no Spanish at all. Such a development
creates the necessity for a unified movement of Nativos, many
believe, to prevent that cultural genocide and suicide from being
consummated.

NOTES
I. See, for example, Erna Fergusson, New Mexico: A Pageant of
Three Peoples (New York, 1964), pp. 190"91, 217-18; Munro S. Edmonson, Los Manitos: A Study of Institutional Values (New Orleans: Middle
American Research Institute, 1957), p. 16; and Nancie L. Gonzalez, The
Spanish-Americans of New Mexico: A Heritage of Pride (Albuquerque,
1969), pp. x, 26-28, 78-85.
2. Every section of the city was covered; every age group was
consulted. That one can project from this study to the larger Nativo
population of the city, if not the state, is surely valid. In any case,
Albuquerque is the largest and most central city, drawing people from
the various regions of the state. In addition, if William Brink and Louis
Harris can generalize from their survey of about a thousand· Blacks
(Black and White: A Study of U.S. Racial Attitudes Today, New York,
1¢6) forthe larger Black population in the United States which tgtals
over 20 million (22.6 million according to the 1970 census), then surely
the answers of 229 individuals are generally valid for an Albuquerque
(city proper) Spanish-speaking or Spanish-origin population of approximately 65,000 to 67,000, depending on the identifiers. See 1970 CensUs
of Population: Supplementary Report, "Persons of Spanish Ancestry"
(Washington, D.C., U.S. Department of Commerce Publication, Bureau
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of the Census, 1973), pp. 6, 14. The questionnaire consisted of 35 items.
Only· four questions are used in this article, a preliminary to a booklength work based on the results of the entire survey. The author considers his work on Nativo identity as an exercise in sociological history, in.
contrast to conventional social history. He a·ccepts the dictum of E. H.
Carr who declared: "I would only say that the more sociological history
becomes, and the more historical sociology becomes, the better for both.
Let the frontier between them be kept wide open for two-way traffic." See
E. H. Carr, What Is History? (New York, 1963), p. 84.
3. Although 94% of the respondents indicated they were bilingual,
this Mexican immigrant was one of the very few who completed a
Spanish-language questionnaire. Initially 400 copies of the questionnaire.
were printed in Spanish. This proved to be a waste of time, effort; paper,
and printer's ink. Only fifteen persons chose the Spanish-language form.
A choice was afforded mos~ everyone, except for a minimal number who
.
received their questionnaires through the mail.
4. The most negative comments on the term "Mexican" are expressed
by those under twenty-one years of age. This group also shows one of the
highest percentages fQr rejecting "Mexican." See Table III.
5. For example, Charles F. Lummis pictured N ativos in this colorful
but condescending way: "Last of all, the Mexicans; inbred and isolation
shrunken descendants of the Castilian world-finders; living almost as
much against the house as in it; ignorant as slaves, and more courteous
than kings; poor as Lazarus, and more hospitable than Croesus; Catholics
from A to Izzard." From The Land of Poco Tiempo (Albuquerque, 1952),
p. 3. Also in History of New Mexico: Its Resources and People (Los
Angeles, 1907), vol. 2, p. 528, is this notation: "Old Albuquerque is now
almost entirely Mexican, and has a population· of about 1,200 people,
while new Albuquerque, which dates as a city from 1891, is composed of
enterprising Americans and Europeans and a few Mexicans. It is modern
in every respect and has a population of some 12,000 people."
6. The epithet "Wet-head" referred to the Spanish Catholic practice
of baptism. See Lummis, p. 36.
7. Fergusson, p. 218.
8. Gonzalez, pp. 80-81.
9. In the decade, 1911-1920, the official Mexican immigration was
219,004, placing Mexico in seventh position among all countries contributing immigrants to the United States. In the. following decade,
however, Mexico led all nations, except for Canada, in providing immigrants to the United States. The total Mexican immigration for.
1921-1930 was 459,287. Undoubtedly the immigration restriction laws
of the 1920'S severely reduced the European immigration. See Report of the
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Select

Commis~on

on Western Hemisphere Immigration

(~as?~ngton,

D,C., U.S. Government Printing Office, 1968), p. 28.
." .
. 10. See Roclolfo Acuna, Occupied AmeriCa: The Chica,no's S~gg~,
Towardr:ibera.tion(SanFrancisco,197~),p:'135et.seq:
' ., ,' . . ,:,
1 I. Most of the. quo!ations in th~se twb paragraph.~, except for, t!J..e,
first, are from. People
identify th<;:mseh:es' as "~ddJ.e cla~~:" . T,he
"planner" refused t() choose upper, middle, or working class desi&Il:a.tio~s;
instead h~ added a fourth choice of "happy," which he. checke~ ~th the
explanation: "It [social status] doesn't matter, so long as I'~ happy:" In
fact, suc~ an attitude is 'fairly prevalent, including a~0rlgprof~ssioJ?als
with higher'inc·omes. One man in his tNrties.su~I11ariz~d his fe~~ings by
saying, "Pendejo for putting up wi.th. this class bull-. I' ain, "Y.ha~ laJ:I.l:rich poor. And I'm happy about it. Just being bilingual, bic~ltura!; With.
enough camalas and camales to share my meager beim,s, chili. y to:g!l\as,
thai: to me: is the best clas~ there is." The term "Surumato" has definite
class connotations. At a conf~r~n~e
held
at Ghost Ra~~h,
Ne~
M~:ki~o;.
"
.. -'
. , '. ",'
", "
,"
"'j" .
May 14-17, 1972, Profess()r Ruben Cobos of the Univ~!S!ty of New
Ml1xico explained. it thi~ way: "\N,he!1 th~ Mexican.:na~ion,~~s ca~~ loq¥i,ng
for work, they wciuld form a line and the owners of the Rlantations w~l,lld
sit down with a notebook to' take the name of the Mexican national and
his origin, the place where he was coming from. You ~~ui~ haYe.·~~ybe
20 people co~ing in frpm, SU,rumat(j, I;; peopl~ coming iu'froIllTor,r~6n,
20 people coming in f~om Jallsco, an~' they would say; they ~?~ld give
the name, 'Juan G6mez, Jalisco, h()w do you spell Jalisco?' 'OIl" speIr it
in your own way.' ... Well, you iiav~ 20 pe<?ple c~ming. in fro~ the
littl~ town of Surumato-Pe'dro G6mez,Surumato, Juan G6IDez,'Su~ml:!to,
Enrico A~varez,. Surn.mato, and a,fe~ New 1\1e~c~ns tha~ w~~~ .!isten!ng
there say, 'Hey, these guys are Surumatos,' and there ~~. have t~~,hirth of,
one'term used'by the people 6f norther~ New Mexico to, apply, tOl\1~x:!~3;P.
nai:i~nals that c~lI:nein ~eie by the e~(of the nin~te~nth ce.l1f~Iry,IC><?¥~ng
for work. Be'cause these people wer~ lan,dowrl-f:rs, t~ese. p~Op'It;.w7r~~e,1l~·
to-do, they 106~edd~WI1 on
M<rxican nat,ionals, comi,ng in t~locik/or
work, and they called them Surumatos and ·t~ey. ca}l th~~ s~:rurn~t~s to
this day." The term "Surumato," therefore, is used' il1, a, derogatory, se;I1se
practically everywhere in the state. It carries with it the s~m.e ,conIlotatipns
as the tenn '\yetback."
,. 12. Warren A. Beck, New Mexico: A History of Four Centu.ri~s
(Norman, 19(2), pp. 206·08~
,
'13. 'J!Jhn' H. Va~ghan, History and Gove!mne"!t of New M~9,o .
(State College., New l\1exi~o, 1921), p~ 219. See also "An Act Pr~vjCli!lg
for the Qualification of Justice of the Peace, Constables and Oth~i
O£&cers" in 1889 Acts Of the Legislative Assembly of the' Territory

who.

or

tqe

of
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New Mexico, Twenty-Eighth Session (Santa Fe, 1889) and Chapter X of
1893 Acts of the Legislative Assembly of the Territorr of New Mexico,
Thirtieth Session (Santa Fe, 1893).
14. Beck, p. 321.
15. Quoted in Ralph E. TWitchell, The Leading Facts of New Mexican History (Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 1912), vol. 2, p. 171.
16. George I. Sanchez, Forgotten People: A Study of New Mexicans
(Albuquerque, 1940), p. 79·
17. Quoted in History of New Mexico: Its Resources and People,
vol. I, p. 248.
18. Attorney General Opinion, No. 68-15, February I, 1968, III
Report of the Attorney General of New Mexico (Santa Fe, 1969), p. 30.
19. Beck, p. 317.
20. Ibid., p. 217.
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to

be noted ...

~ John L. Kessell, former Assistant Editor of NMHR, received the
first annual Herbert E. Bolton Award of the Western History Association
for an article "Friars vs. Bureaucrats: The Mission on the Arizona-Sonora
Frontier, 1767-1842," which will be published in the Western Historical
Quarterly in April 1974fr At the annual dinner meeting of the Historical Society of New
Mexico, held in Santa Fe on December 8, 1973, Editor Eleanor B. Adams
was presented with an Award of Merit voted to her by the National
Awards Committee of the American Association for State and Local History at its meeting in Edmonton, Alberta, September 16-18, 1973, "For
Significant contribution to research and publication in the history of New
Mexico and the Southwest."
~ Judge Edwin L. Mechem has noted an error in "Prohibition in New
Mexico, 1917"/by James A. Burran (NMHR, vol. 38, no. 2, April 1973, p.
139). It is his recollection that Governor E. C. de Baca was a Democrat.
Judge Mechem adds: "According to the Tall Stories Department, Governor
McDonald was in bad political graces. It was known that Governor C.
de Baca was in very poor health. As a result the two ran for Governor and
Lieutenant Governor in anticipation of Governor C. de Baca's early demise
which would allow Governor McDonald to again serve. Governor C. de
Baca fulfilled his part of the bargain by winning, qualifying and dying
but Governor McDonald failed in his part by losing the election. George
Curry does not report it in this way.
'The author did not mention Mr. Eddy's experiment in prohibition in
Alamogordo following his experience at Eddy. He wanted to ban all liquor
sales in the establishment of the Alamogordo Town Site. W. A. Hawkins
talked him into allowing one location in town which could be seen from
Mr. Eddy's office. This limitation has been upheld on various occasions by
the New Mexico Supreme Court.
'The information about the Alamogordo Town Site came from my
father who was brought to New Mexico by Squire Hawkins to represent
the EP & NE Railroad. Thisin 1910."
~ Research in Mexican History. Topics, Methodology, Sources, and a
Practical Guide to Field Research. Compiled and edited by Richard E.
Greenleaf and Michael C. Meyer. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press,
1973. Pp. xiv,· 226. Index, apps., bibliog., maps, $3.75. No researcher in
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Mexican History, whether visiting the archives for the first time or the
twentieth, should be without this handy vade mecum. An imposing list of
experienced Mexican specialists contribute papers covering general problems of research in the field, information. about specific repositories, and
helpful hints on how to cope with day-ta-day life in Mexico, plus bibliographies and maps.
~ Patrick J. Hurley and American Foreign Policy. By Russell D.
Buhite. Ithaca, New York: CDrnell University Press, 1973. Pp. xiv, 344Illus., bibliog., index. $14-5°. Professor Buhite has provided a scholarly
study of the career of Patrick J. Hurley from his childhood through his
involvement with Philippine independence, the Mexican oil controversy,
and the evolution of United States policy toward China.
~ A Description of The Kingdom of New Spain. By Sr. Dn. Pedro
Alonso O'Crouley. John Howell-Books, 1972. Pp. xxi, 148. Illus., maps,
app., index. No price. This is a very beautiful book and worth having because of the quality and interest of the illustrations. The text must be used
with great caution. O'Crouley apparently collected his information in a
random, uncritical fashion and seldom indicates the date or source of the
accounts he used. The sections on New Mexico contain many errors in
view of the comparatively reliable information available in O'Crouley's
time. For example: Santa Fe was founded in 1610, not 1682 (p. 55), and
if he was thinking of the beginning of the Reconquest, 1692. There were
twenty-two Indian pueblos, not thirty (p. 56). Embudo is south of Taos,
not north (p. 57). Mid-eighteenth-century population counts are inconsistent and difficult to evaluate, but O'Crouley's figures are so wide of the
mark as to be inexplicable. The distances he gives are often incorrect. Etc.,
etc. There is little, if anything, new in O'Crouley's Description of New
Spain, and without critical editing and collation with more reliable
sources it is useless to the scholar and misleading to the buff.
-I Recent anthologies: Great Documents in American Indian History.
Edited by Wayne Moquin with Charles Van Doren. New York: Praeger
Publishers, Inc., 1973. Pp. xvi, 416. Illus., maps, gloss., index. $13.50
And in its third printing: A Documentary of the Mexican Americans.
Edited by Wayne Moquin with Charles Van Doren. New York: Praeger
Publishers, Inc., 1973. Pp. xvi, 416. Illus., maps, gloss., index. $13.50'
~ New editions and reprints:
The Arno Press Far Western Frontier series, under the advisory editorship of Ray Allen Billington, has published:
Adventures in the Apache Country: A Tour Through Arizona and
Sonora, with Notes on the Silver Regions of Nevada. ByJ[ohn] Ross
Browne. New York: Arno Press, 1973. Pp. 538. Illus. $26.00, and El
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Gringo; or, New Mexico and Her People. By William W. H. Davis. New
York: Arno Press, 1973. Pp. xii, 422. Illus. $20.00., published originally in
1868 and 1857 respectively.
The ReligiOus Architecture of New Mexico: in the Colonial Period
and Since the American Occupation. By George Kubler. Albuquerque:
The University of New Mexico Press, 1972. Pp. xxviii, 232. Illus., maps,
apps., plates, bibliog., index. $15.00. Although this fourth edition has not
been revised, it does contain a new preface listing material published or
discovered since the book fIrst appeared in 1940.
Metal Uniform Insignia of the Frontier U. S. Army 1846-19°2. By
Sidney B. Brinckerhoff. Tucson, Arizona: Arizona Pioneers' Historical
Society, 1972. Museum Monograph NO.3. Pp. 39. Illus., bibliog., $2.50'
Tpis second edition has been revised and enlarged.
EBA
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FLOOD TIDE OF EMPIRE: SPAIN AND THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST, 1543-1819.
By Warren L. Cook. New Haven: Yale University Pr~ss, 1973. Pp.
620. Illus., maps, apps., bibliog., index. $17.50'
POSSIBLY the most neglected area of research in the history of the Spanish
Borderlands has been that of the Pacific Northwest. Monographic works
and documentary studies have been published; however, Professor Cook's
work is the first broad, in-depth study to appear relative to the Spanish
advance to British' Columbia and Alaska in the eighteenth century.
Employing documents from the Museo Naval, Archivo Historico Nacional
and Archivo General de Indias in Spain, the Public Records Office in
London, the Archivo General de la Nacion in Mexico, as well as various
Uni.ted States depositories such as the Yale University Library, Bancroft
Library and Newberry Library, Flood Tide of Empire is well researched
and extensive in scope.
The first two chapters treat of early Spanish exploration along the
coast of the Califomias from 1540 to 1769 and the apochryphal voyages
of Ferrer Maldonado, Fuca, and Fonte. Several aspects of this early period
are neglected, however, and some errors appear in these chapters. This
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section might well have been more appropriately titled an introduction,
with the scope of the text limited to the period 1769-1819 rather than
1543-1819, as is the case. Despite the lack of documentation and full
bibliography for these two chapters, the author does provide some provocative data relative to Fuca and the possibilities of early castaways on
the Northwest Coast from Manila galleons.
Professor Cook comes into his own in the third chapter dealing with
G:Hvez' plan and the advance of Spain to the Pacific Northwest to halt
Russian expansion. The voyages of Perez, Hezeta, and Bodega are well
covered, although recent works by Cardenas de la Pena and Landin
Carrasco are absent from the notes. The fourth and fifth chapters treat of
the competition of Spain, England, Russia, and the United States for
control of the sea otter trade in the Northwest, particularly in Nootka
Sound. The voyages of such men as Cook, Arteaga, Bodega, Portlock,
Dixon, Colnett, Kendrick, Gray, Meares, and Martinez are described in
detail, as are the claims and international conRicts arising from them. The
arrest of Colnett and the impounding of his ship by Martinez is well
treated, as is the plan of the second Count of Revilla-Gigedo for Spanish
occupation of Nootka.
With the stage thus set for conflict between England and Spain,
chapters six and seven detail the intricacies of diplomatic negotiations
between the two nations and their effects upon the balance of power in
Europe and Eastern North America. Here the author again excels in
tracing the many threads of causality in the Nootka Sound Controversy
and the ensuing conventions, the internal political manuevering in Spain,
England, France, and'the United States as related to the Nootka question,
and the beginning of the end of Spanish expansion in the Northwest.
The last attempts of Spain to hold Nootka Sound are treated in
chapters eight and nine, with much attention to the voyages of Eliza,
Fidalgo, and Quimper, the Malaspina and Valdes-Alcala Galiano expedi~
tions, the settlement of Neah Bay, and the important role of Bodega in
this final phase of occupation. The personality of the latter, and his
dealings with Vancouver, his English counterpart, are of particular
interest.
Despite Spain's ultimate inability to hold the Pacific Northwest following the Nootka Sound Conventions, her tenacity in the retention of her
legal claims to the area and her isolated settlement at Nootka are the
subject of chapter ten. Supply to the area by Saavedra and Eliza, the
dealings of Alava with Vancouver and Pearce, and the actions of
Maquinna at Friendly Cove are well treated, as are the withdrawal of
Spain and the filling of that void by the United States traders.
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Of less direct concern for the history of the Northwest are the topics of
chapters eleven and twelve. Here Professor Cook discusses Spanish
advances westward from the Mississippi Valley, attempts to halt Lewis and
Clark, and the activities of Wilkinson, Burr, and Pike as related to
Spain's defense of the interior of the Northwest, although this relationship appears at times somewhat remote.. California is the central theme of
chapter twelve, with much attention to the Russian advance southward,
the fur trade on the Oregon-California coast, and the Transcontinental
(Adams-Ollis) Treaty of 1819.
In his final chapter the author presents a summation of the factors
leading to Spain's failure in the Northwest, as well as her few successes;
This is followed by appendices relative to Fuca, the Nootka Conventions,
the sea otter trade, vessels on the Northwest Coast, and the genealogy of
the Spanish Bourbons, an extensive bibliography of primary and seconqary
sources, and an analytical index. Fine plates and two folding maps
further enhance this volume.
Flood Tide of Empire represents a monumental effort by the author
in' compiling and treating in a well reasoned manner extensive data' on
the exploration, ethnology, and diplomatic history of. the Pacinc Northwest. It is a fine contribution to the history of the Spanish Borderlands
and should be in the library of all persons interested in that field.
University of San Francisco

W. MICHAEL MATHES

THE FRENCH LEGATION IN TEXAS: VOL. II. MISSION MISCARRIED. By
Nancy Nichols Barker. Austin: Texas State Historical Association,
1973. Pp. 359-71 I. Illus., app., index. $12.00.
ALPHONSE DUBOIS DE SALIGNY was the French charge d'affaires to the
Republic of Texas from 1839 to 1846. As a diplomatic failure the opportunistic, self-proclaimed nobleman neglected. his duties, quarreled with
Texans, and was involved in endless imbroglios. Thus he did not consistently and effectively represent his government or the interests of
French nationals in Texas. Absent from his post much of the time, he
engaged in society life in New Orleans more than in his duty. From
January i843 to January 1844, he was absent officially from his post and.
was replaced with a different kind of diplomat. The Viscount Jules de
Cramayel, charge d'affaires ad interim during this period, was a man secure
in finances and family who long had served the French diplomatic corps.
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One-third of this volume contains reports Cramayel sent to his government. Although disappointed with his assignment in Texas, and chagrined
about the raw living conditions in the new Republic, Cramayel served
his country well. Even while critical of conditions in Texas, he saw
considerable merit in Texans and believed they were a people with
potential. And, because he was a man of considerable means, it was unnecessary for him to become involved in petty intrigues and money-making
schemes. Furthermore, unlike Saligny, Cramayel was a conscientious
public servant whose major interest was in France-not self-aggrandizement. Cramayel wrote four comprehensive book-length manuscripts
treating the Texas military, civil administration, naval organization, and
commerce. Each of these works reflected his dedication to duty. In his
voluminous reports can be found information about individuals in Texas,
the climate, the topography, and estimates of the vast potential of the
fledgling Republic. He worked diligently writing his reports and his
effort was superb, but unfortunately his literary talents were few. Convoluted sentences, factual but colorless, characterized his reports. Still, his
contribution to the understanding of Texas and diplomacy during the era
of the Republic is significant.
Saligny returned to his post, at least officially, in January 1844, but
thereafter spent most of his time in New Orleans. Many of his official
reports were gleaned from material he read in Texas papers; therefore the
editor of this volume omitted this obviously superfluous information. Also
included in the present work are excerpts from documents between the
French Foreign Minister and his ambassador in London, and between the
British Foreign Secretary and his ambassador in Paris, demonstrating
different approaches toward Texas annexation and subsequent actions of
their countries to preserve the independence of Texas.
With the completion of this volume, one is able to understand more
effectively the affairs of European. governments as they were involved
with the difficulties of the Texas Republic. If Saligny failed to represent
his country efficiently, and if some strain existed between the French and
rival governments in Washington and London as a result, no such
frailties exist in the editing of this volume. Editing of any work is a
difficult task, and one has only to attempt translation to learn the pitfalls
and pains involved. Carefully annotated and translated, this work will long
be a standard source for anyone researching Texas or diplomatic history in
this period.

Oklahoma State University

JOE A. STOUT, JR.
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THE BUFFALO HEAD: A CENTURY OF MERCANTILE PIONEERING IN THE
SOUTHWEST. By Daniel T. Kelly with Beatrice Chauvenet. Introduction
by Paul Horgan. Santa Fe: The Vergara Publishing Company, 1972.
Pp. xviii, 288: Illus., maps, app., index. $7.95..
MUCH OF THE HISTORY of the West has been written in terms of the gaudy
and the dramatic. Gamblers, gunslingers and powdered madams have
tended to overshadow less glamorous merchants; bankers or livery stable
keepers and only in more recent years have the more prosaic players on
the western scene begun to receive their due. This contribution by Daniel
T. Kelly is another step in that direction. Unlike William J. Parish's The
Charles Ilfeld Company or Arthur Throckmorton's Oregon ArgOnaUts,
it is not a detailed scholarly treatment, but rather the story of a particular
business firm seen through the eyes of one intimately associated with it.
Taking its title from a shaggy trophy mounted in the home office at Las
Vegas (the gift of the Russian Grand Duke Alexis), The Buffalo Head is
the informal history of Gross, Kelly and Company, a New Mexican
mercantile house that spanned the 1867-1954 era.
This was a family enterprise, or more properly a two-family enterprise,
long dominated by the Kellys and the Grosses and tracing its lineage to
the Kansas frontier of the late 1860'S, when the pioneering merchant~
Miguel Otero and John Sellar pushed southwestward along with the
railroad to lay the foundatiOIl of a mercantile empire in New Mexico. In
1881 Otero and Sellar were bought out by several younger entrepreneurs,
including their bookkeeper, Jacob Gross; within another year or so, the
author's father, Harry Kelly, had replaced one of the new partners; and by
1902 the firm was incorporated and operating under the name Gross, Kelly
and Company.
It was a vigorous and expanding enterprise. From the beginning it
distributed goods of all kinds and handled whatever products were avail~
able for shipment east, especially wool, sheepskIns, and buffah hides. As it
grew, it broadened its activities. It became a major supplier of important
Navajo and Zuni traders and regularly shipped Navajo wool, blankets
and rugs or such unpredictable commodities as pinon nuts and chili
peppers. Sheep clip and cowhides were always prominent, and although in
later years the company confined its selling mainly to grocery wholesaling,.
from time to time it was engaged in a variety of enterprises ranging from
Mexican telephone franchises, timber operations, and the financing of
subsidiary concerns to fatten feeder cattle for the packing house. Until its
sale in 1954 to Kimbell Products Company, it remained one of New
Mexico's major respected and generally profitable firms.
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The Buffalo Head is as much family as corporate history. The Kellys
are naturally in the forefront, although the Grosses are not neglected.
Much is autobiographical and describes the life of Daniel T. Kelly: his
education, his contributions in two wars, his civic responsibilities in Santa
Fe, as well as his family and business affairs. It is no tightly constructed
narrative based on the 120 linear feet of Gross, Kelly and Company
records in The University of New Mexico Library, but a more loosejointed, anecdotal approach, built upon memory, personal diaries, some
papers and printed materials. It includes many pictures and some fine
thumbnail sketches of people like the radical and profane labor agitator,
"Mother" Jones, and the roughhewn Indian trader Emmet Wirt. Nota
"warts and all" treatment, it nonetheless gives a fair idea of the functioning of an important mercantile endeavor from its inception through
maturity.
University of Illinois
ChampaigncUrbana

CLARK C. SPENCE

THE SANTA FE'S BIG THREE: THE LIFE STORY OF A TRIO OF THE WORLD'S
GREATEST LOCOMOTIVES. By S. Kip Farrington, Jr. New York: David
McKay Co., Inc., 1972. Pp. 287. mus., tables, charts, app., index. $17.95.
RATHER LATE in the era of steam power the Santa Fe Railway had built
three unusually efficient types of locomotives. This book is devoted to the
initial performance tests of a sample engine of each kind, rather than the
"life story" suggested in the subtitle. No. 3461, a 4-6-4 type for passenger service, was built in 1937 and given twenty-five tests during
November and December. No. 3766 was outshopped in 1938 and
promptly had eighteen trials; it was a 4-8':4 mod~l for passenger trains.
No. 5011 was manufactured in 1944 as a 2-10-4 type for freight service
and had thirteen runs. All of these trials, handling regular trains, were
designed to determine pulling capacity, speed, fuel consumption, arid
comparative performance with older types of Santa Fe locomotives. A test
covered a trip of about a hundred to four hundred miles, somewhere
between Chicago and Los Angeles. For each locomotive the book gives
first a general descriptive narrative of the trials, followed by detailed
statistical tables for each run. The tests indicated that each engine had
been well designed, that only minor modifications or adjustments were
needed, and that it fully met the railway's expectations.
Subsequently each type performed excellently for the company, especially during World War II, but this is only vaguely hinted at in the
text. Certainly there has never before been a book devoted in such
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detail to locomotive tests and it is,a valuable record for those who wish it.
For the general reader there is almost nothing of interest nor -was there
intended to be. Most of the material is difficult for the layman to absorb
and only stray bits of information make a real impression. Thus at the
chart showing the amount of pull exerted on the first car behind, No.
3461, at every increase of five miles per hour in the speed, is the statement that below twenty miles the rate of acceleration was so fast that no
worthwhile records could be obtained. Nothing is said about those who
conducted the tests, so there is no elaboration on the statement that No.
501 I on trial number 2 was delayed twenty-three minutes at Burbank,
Oklahoma, because it first missed picking up the orders awaiting it there
and then was given those intended for another train.
The author of this specialized book for the expert is a railway and
sports enthusiast with important Wall Street connections. He has ridden
thousands of miles in the cabs of engines on the Santa Fe and other
railways, which gave him the inspiration to make this factual record of
outstanding locomotive performance.

University

of Idaho

WILLIAM S. GREEVER

HORACE TABOR: HIs LIFE AND THE LEGEND. By Duane A. Smith.
Boulder, Colorado: Colorado Associated University Press, 1973. Pp.
xiv, 396. Illus., maps, notes, bibliog., index. $12.50.
AT LAST'A BIOGRAPHY has,been written about Horace Tabor that covers all
dimensions of his career and separates the legend that has grown up
,around him from the facts. For the casual student of Colorado history, who
can associate only the famous Little Pittsburg and Matchless mines with
Tabor's business career, there is a wealth of information about his other
mining enterprises. Tabo~ was an irrepressible speculator whose optimism
about making another big strike never diminished. Even after his business
empire had collapsed and his only source of reliable income was his salary
as Denver's postmaster, he was still acquiring "promising" lodes in Gilpin,
Clear Creek, 'and EI Paso counties and working his Eclipse Mine at Ward,
Colorado. Smith quotes from The Ballad of Baby, Doe to emphasize his
reckless optimism. His first wife Augusta protested in the opera that her
husband was "idiotic." "Lord-a-mighty, no! He, wants to buy another
mine." Tabor had, in addition to his Colorado holdings, mining properties
in Mexico and in such Western states and territories as Utah, Nevada,
Arizona, and New Mexico.
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In this. biography Smith's major contribution is to give an exhaustive
account of all of Tabor's known business activities. His early career in the
small mining camps of Buckskin Joe and Oro City is detailed as well as
the feverish speculative activities that characterized his years of prominence in Leadville and Denver. Careful attention is given to his numerous
investments from the time he sat in his special box at the Tabor Grand
Opera House as a multimillionaire to those desperate days in the nineties
when he strove to save his business empire from collapse. Tabor's other
business r6les also are emphasized. At different times during his life he
was a farmer, storekeeper, postmaster, real estate developer, newspaperman, banker, railroad builder, investor, and promoter.· Outside of his
varied business activities he was a generous patron, a philanthropist, a
legislator, a lieutenant governor, and even a United States senator for
thirty days in 1883. It is to Smith's credit that he makes a conscientious
effort to examine all these roles; the result is the first balanced biography
of Tabor.
Smith does not overlook Tabor's controversial divorce from Augusta and
his marriage to Elizabeth "Baby Doe" McCourt in 1883, which violated
the moral standards of so many people in Victorian America. Using legal
records and other primary sources, he carefully examines this aspect of
Tabor's life, which has been overworked by earlier biographers. He shows
commendable objectivity in handling the unhappy rift between Horace and
Augusta, refusing to concentrate all the blame on either of them.
Indeed, objectivity characterizes most of Smith's evaluations of the
Colorado mining magnate. Although generally sympathetic with his
subject, the author recognizes his serious weaknesses. He admits that he
participated in some deceptive, unethical business dealings, comparing
him with the other so-called Robber Barons of the Gilded Age. He chronicles his acts of generosity, but acknowledges that Tabor had lost touch
with his- humble beginnings when he broke a strike in Leadville in
1880. He stresses Tabor's daring and vision, but concludes that his silver
investments failed not because of hostile government policy, but because
Tabor had frittered away his capital in unwise investments. If there is a
weakness in Smith's biography, it is his rather incidental handling of
Tabor's three families: the Vermont family in which he was reared and
the ones he raised with Augusta and Baby Doe.
This well-documented book reflects Smith's extensive research in
primary sources in Colorado and in the Bancroft and Huntington libraries
of California. It is an attractive volume with helpful photographs and a
map of the Colorado mining camps associated with Tabor's career.
University

Of Northern

Colorado

ROBERT

W.

LARSON
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WESTERN AMERICAN HISTORY IN THE SEVENTIES. Edited by Daniel Tyler.
Colorado: Robinson Press for Educational Media & Information
Systems, 1973. Pp. iv, 82. $2·95.
READING THIS small volume is like going on a su'mmer picnic where a
variety of dishes tempt one's appetite. Ten articles, plus an introduction
by Daniel Tyler, are proffered for the reader's attention. The subject
matter ranges from the American bison to Yellowstone Park, from touring
the Oregon Trail in 1851 to women's rights on the range. Some are carefully footnoted studies, others lighter, after-dinner types; some are interpretive, a couple are narrative only. There should be something here to
satisfy the historical appetites of all.
These papers were presented at Colorado State University during the
summer of 1972, which the University dedicated to the American West,
climaxing with a conference in August. Scholars and interested laymen
from throughout the Rocky Mountain West and beyond came to participate in what is hoped will become a biennial meeting.
Space prohibits a discussion of each of the contributions, but a few
must be mentioned to give the flavor of the work. One of th~ most
challenging is Clyde Dollar's look at Indian history from the viewpoint
of the Indian, and his idea of history and its uses. Certainly there will be
historians who disagree with this presentation, but few who seriously
study Dollar's ideas will come away uninformed. On a completely different issue, Liston Leyendecker shows the problems that can be encountered
when historical restoration is undertaken. He focuses on the work at
Black Hawk and Central City, Colorado. Of interest to New Mexicans is
Myra Ellen Jenkins' examination of how Spanish and Mexican period
records can be used to uncover the history of the southern portion of
Colorado, once the northern rim of New Mexico.
Colorado State University is to be congratulated for hosting the conference and for arranging the publication of these papers. Overall, the
ideas presented are thought provoking and worthy of consideration by
scholars of the West. This reviewer has only one tiny personal bone to pick.
Could you not, John Porter Bloom, have identified Fort Lewis as that small
college in extreme southwestern Colorado which has the large microfilm
collection (p. 56, n. 3)?

Fort Lewis College
,Durango, Colorado

DUANE A. SMITH
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RED CAPITALISM: AN ANALYSIS OF THE NAVAJO ECONOMY. By Kent
Gilbreath. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1973. Pp. 157.
Tables, figs., app., bibliog. $2.95.
As EVERYONE KNOWS, books on Indians are very much "in" these days. As a
good many people are learning the hard way, many of these books are not
worth reading, let alone buying. What is not so well known perhaps, is
that the University of Oklahoma Press, for many years the leader in the
field of quality Indian-oriented books; has succumbed to the lure of the
market place in the past year or so by publishing a number of distinctly
second-rate books. Red Capitalism is such a book.
Kent Gilbreath should not be faulted for the cupidity of his publisher.
It was his modest purpose to survey "small retail, wholesale, and service
oriented businesses" on the Navajo reservation, to analyze their problems
and their potential for future growth, and to make some "suggestions
about possible solutions to their problems." (Pp. 8, 11) His purpose in doing
this, presumably, was to write an acceptable dissertation for his doctorate
in economics. This task he accomplished very well with the exception of a
somewhat simplistic chapter dealing with the impact of Navajo values on
small business operations. But the University of Oklahoma Press has blown
this analysis of 196 business establishments (100 of them trading posts;
another 42 gasoline service stations) into Red Capitalism. Not even the
subtitle, An Analysis of the Navajo Economy, hints at the highly restricted
nature of this study, which mentions the important corporate activities of
the tribe in oil and gas, uranium ores, and coal only in passing.
For whom then was this book intended? For Navajo small businessmen?
For federal and tribal administrators? For educators, whom Gilbreath thinks
should introduce basic economic concepts into the school curriculum?
Perhaps. But this is the sort of report that circulates all the time in tYPescript, without being made into a book. (This is perhaps the appropriate
place to note that this book is a photo-offset reproduction of typescript
pages.) But, for the general public interested in Indians or Indian economic
"problems? Definitely not.
Someone in the promotion department of the Press wrote for the back
cover: "this [is] one of the most important economic studies of the
American Indian to appear in the past ten years." Come on fellows, stop
PlIlling our leg. Why not spend some of your advertising budget on some
of the basic things that you used to do so well, like proofreading? It's not
nice to fool with loyal readers by subjecting them to such obvious spelling
mistakes as "bussinessmen" (p. 41) and "agressive" (pp. 89, 90).

Denton, Texas

LAWRENCE C. KELLY

